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side from a few mechanical prob- 

lems, it was a good day. | don’t have 
anybody to blame but myself: | went to the 
first enduro of the season on a bike that 
hadn’t seen minor maintenance since the 
last enduro of the season. 

Naturally, there had been plenty of 
extracurricular trail riding over the winter, 
since that last enduro. Still, even if it was 
another thousand miles or so, | saw no 
reason for the shock to explode. 


Well, it didn’t really explode. easels it 


just blew out a few ounces of =. 
oil. From both ends. It felt like $ 

it was bent—the bike han- 4e 
dled like a bread truck with 
six yards of ornamental {f ’ 
driveway stone piled right at $ 
the back doors. In the last Ay 
10 miles of the run, it was # 
trying to climb out of every # 
firecut | wanted to ride in, 4 
and trying to climb into every # 
one | didn't. 

But that wasn’t the half of it. It didn’t feel 
like the shock was blown, to the untrained 
butt, because there was still a respectable 
amount of compression and rebound 
damping. But | knew better. Actually, the 
damping was coming from worn out and 
seizing bearings in the shock linkage. As 
the rear of the bike bounced up and down 
in the whoop-de-dos, the linkage kept 
squeaking and screeching like feeding 
time at Parrot World. 

| knew the swingarm bearings weren’t 
affecting it—they had long since dried out, 
mangled the cages, and spit the flattened 
needles out all over the trail. The only thing 
holding the bike together in the middle 
were the center bushings and a few dubi- 
ous welds. The bike literally handled like it 
had a hinge in the middle, and every time 
| threw it into a turn it felt like it was going 
to fold up like a book of cheap matches. 

The front rim was square, probably due 
to an earlier spectacular crossing of the 
Jersey Central tracks, aided by the fact 
that the brakes were worn out, metal to 
metal, and the hydraulic lines were full of 
air. Half the spokes were broken, and | 
could feel that the other half were good 
and loose, but the rear was okay. None of 
the rear spokes were broken; only bent. 

The fork seals may have been blown, 
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lm not sure. There was far too much oil all 
over them to tell. | had gotten an excellent 
chance to test out a new set of hand- 
guards, and although they worked fine, 
the handlebars were bent badly on one 
side. For one reason or another, the throt- 
tle side grip was shredded like string 
cheese, and pieces of rubber were 
wrapped around in the throttle assembly 
until | could hardly turn it. It didn’t affect the 
control any, luckily, because the floats and 
the a were sticking in the carb. Gas 
i was squirting out of the over- 
flow tubes like a cheap foun- 
tain, and the only way the bike 
would run was with the throttle 
f wide open. Good thing, too. It 
was stuck. 
$” The clutch cable was frayed 
į and jamming, and it was only 
four years old. It wasn’t broken 
© yet, but the clutch was over- 
heating and slipping. Both of 
the radiators had broken loose 
from the frame mounts and were flapping 
around from the hose connections. The 
shrouds had fallen off, but | found them 


a shadow anymore. The vibration had 
loosened all the subframe bolts, so the 
entire back of the bike was falling off; and 
for some reason | could see lots of air filter 
material sticking out of the breather holes 
in the airbox. Good thing, too. | thought 
maybe I'd lost it. 

So | didn’t feel like | was in a lot of con- 
trol when | finally wrestled this ragged pile 
of parts across the finish line. Actually, it 
was the first time | had ever felt like | liter- 
ally dragged a bike in—pulled it down the 
trail, with a good grip on a fistful of control 
cables and hoses, and one hand wrapped 
around the steering head; eyes fixed on 
the finish line, dragging it on its side, leav- 
ing behind a scattering of parts getting rid- 
den into the dirt by all the other riders fly- 
ing past me. | coaxed it to a stop next to a 
“C” rider who had just finished, and he 
looked the bike over nervously for a few 
seconds before deciding to move. 

| figured it would be fine, right there, and 
went off to sign-up to check over the 
scores and basically shoot the breeze with 
anyone who looked interested. When | 
came back to the finish line, it was gone. 





and ‘stuffed them in the 
front of my shirt. 
Let’s see...when | hit the 


ee There was 


There was no trace of my 
proud machine, save for a hint 
of an oil stain on the ground. | 


tree, the front fender broke NO trace of thought | was looking in the 
headight shatiord, but MY proud — wasting deathwatch onthe 
just rated ke cheap MENING, Soc ieave aie siting there?” 
me the ball ee the Save for a hint i aan wasn’t it?” 
Sy cee OU eee eee 
and tie it down with some on the but it was still running fine. 


fence wire that | found 
wrapped around my coun- 


ground.?®? 


Sorta fine—did somebody 
steal it?” 





tershaft. 
The engine was still holding up. The 
base gasket was weeping a little, and the 
head gasket was blown—it made an odd 
whistling noise at about 4000 rpm. There 
was a pretty good oil stain surrounding 
the new stump crease in the clutch cover, 
but it was slowing down. Judging from 
the howling coming from the freewheel 
gears, there wasn’t much oil left inside. 
And the engine mount bolts were loose. 
Or broken. Or gone, because the engine 
was jumping around so much it didn’t cast 


“Naw.” he said, flipping the 
cards another couple of numbers and 
checking his watch. “Some guys from the 
DEP came by. They were picking up 
wrecked cars and trash, and they figured 
it was dumped there. | figured they were 
right, up until now.” 

Well, | got it back and running for the 
next enduro, but you know what really irri- 
tates me? Not only did | have to buy all the 
parts for it, but | had to pay $25 to the guy 
at the landfill before he’d let me haul it 
back out! i 


Food For Thought 

ormer congressman Ron 

Marlenee, spokesman for Safari 
Club International: “| have seen 
good management and | have 
observed bad management. | have 
seen good proposals and bad pro- 
posals. The proposal to unilaterally 
close roads (within National 
Forests) is a bad proposal for 
sportsmen and other recreational 
users... 

“The road closure effort is not a 
timber issue, as the Administration 
has been trying to spin. This is a 
reduction in hunting opportunity, a 
reduction in recreational use. | 
recall, approximately 15 years ago 
a coalition of privileged users set 
down on paper the goals and 
agenda they wanted to achieve on 
public lands. 1) Eliminate timber 
harvest, 2) Eliminate as many roads 
as possible, 3) Eliminate all 
mechanical/motorized use, 4) 
Secure all the wilderness possible, 
5) Eliminate horses, 6) Eliminate 
hunting, 7) Establish limits of 
human intrusion. 

“Of the seven items listed on the 
agenda, five have and are being 
accomplished. The purists have not 
achieved two of the goals, eliminat- 
ing hunting and eliminating horses. 
However, given the ever-increasing 
regulations and requirements on 
horses in the wilderness and the 
protection of designated species, 
they are moving in the direction of 
elimination.” 

Submitted by Don Amador, 
BlueRibbon Coalition 1540 North 
Arthur, Pocatello, ID 83204; phone 
(208)233-6570, fax (208)233-8906. 
The BlueRibbon Coalition is a non- 
profit national advocacy group that 
champions responsible multiple- 
use of public and private lands. It 
represents over 550 businesses 
and organizations with 600,000 
members. 
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Get the best 

suspension 
performance 
possible! 


With over 25 
years of off-road 
suspension tuning 
experience, Drew 
Smith is the best 
choice for your 
next fork and 
shock revalve 













The best suspension performance at the most reasonable price. Used by Fred Hoess, 
Chris Smith, Barry Hawk, Mark Spence, Rich Lafferty and Kevin Bennett. 
Fast turnaround and personalized service! 


Same Day Shipping! » (908)637-6385 
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Join the team! W 
Larry Roeseler Signature Series ~$ 


by Progressive Suspension 


The Larry Roeseler Signature Series 420 shocks and 
; progressive rate fork springs have been “dialed-in” by 
> Larry Roeseler for each application. Install Signature 


Series shock and fork springs, it'll be like 
pir having your bike set up by a pro! 


Isn't it time you 
Joined the team? 


11129 G Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 USA 
-Mail: info@progressivesuspension.com 
b site: www.progressivesuspension.com 
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D.LD X-Ring™ Chain is the 
Rally and Enduro Champion 


D.I.D X-Ring™ 
Chain Wins the 
Grueling Baja 
1000 Nov. 12, 1998 





The twisting resilience of 
the X-Ring’s™ four sections 
greatly increases its sealing 
performance. This keeps 
the dirt out and the lubri- 
cation in better than any 
other O-Ring. 


D.I.D’s patented X-Ring™ 
chain has the lowest friction 
of all types of O-Rings. 


The twisting action of the 
X-Ring™ disperses the 
pressure and minimizes 
power loss. 


For the ultimate low 
friction and maximum 
wear resistance chain, 
ask for D.I.D’s X-Ring™ 
VM Series. 
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Doug Lamkin 
1998 

World Trials 
Winner 

(not shown) 







Model No. Wear Resistance Disp.* 
Standard chain = 100 Gic. 

DID 428VM 2,640 Max 350 

Max 750 

Max 750 

Max 1,000 


* The above max c.c. disp. is based on motorcycle manufactures 
recommended chain size. Consult your owners manual. 


DID 520VM 3,450 
DID 525VM 3,220 
DID 530VM 3,630 


pile th catia 


Palmer Designs 
P.O. Box 14627 
Long Beach, CA 90803 
Web Site: 
http://www.didchain.com 
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Monster horsepower is nothing if your drive train can’t get the power 
to the track. Moose countershaft and rear sprockets give your bike 


the performance bite it needs. Way better than stock, Moose 
sprockets are machined with exacting tolerances to fit 
your bike perfectly. Remember, big horsepower is nothing 

if you don’t have the right bite. 


Rear Sprocket 

+ 7075 T-6 aircraft quality aluminum 

+ Hard anodized black finish for wear resistance 

+ Grooveless tooth design keeps dirt out of the chain 
+ Made in America 


Countershaft Sprocket 

+ Case hardened steel 

+ Hard wearing nickel finish 
+ Made in America 


Have your dealer contact 
PARTS 


WWwW.mooseoffroad.com 





Localiiews 


Cannondale Still Available 
Cannondale, manufacturers of the 
new MX400 four-stroke unveiled in 
Indianapolis in February, sent out a 
press release last month to assure 
folks that the MX400 is not immedi- 
ately sold out for 1999, as rumors 
implied. “We totally blew past our 
sales goals at the show, but that cer- 
tainly doesn’t mean we’re sold out,” 
said Joe Montgomery, company 
founder and president. Still no word on 
exactly how many of the exotic 
thumpers Cannondale proposes to 
build in its first year, but word is that 
they exceeded their original sales pro- 








jections by 80 percent at the Nap Town show alone. Noting our bread and water diet here at Trail Rider, we are 
not on the list for immediate purchase of one of the new bikes, but we’re still intent upon “borrowing” a test 
bike as soon as they become available. We’ll keep you posted. Cannondale can be reached at (203)749-7000. 


Cool Products eicasscrsnswsieserevari beans tana eave 
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ProClean 1 OOO, the folks who brought you that effortless liquid bike-washing solution of the 
same name, have introduced two new products to keep your bike as buffed as possible. Spray-N- 
Shine is a spray-on, light duty cleaner that cleans light dirt and leaves a 

slick finish and high gloss. You just spray it on and wipe it off, but you 
wouldn't want to use it on a really dirty bike. Hose it down with ProClean 
1000 first. Showcase is a liquid, non-abrasive, high-gloss wax perfect for 
bringing your bodywork up to its highest shine. You can get more infor- 
mation about either of these products from ProClean 1000 by calling 


(800)231-3258, and check it all out at www.proclean1000.com. 








Watch Out for the 
Gnarly Dude! 


This might be reaching you a lit- 
tle late, but remember that NETRA 
is kicking off the 1999 Turkey Run ` 
season with the annual Rhody = 
Rovers Gnarly Dude Turkey Run on May 16th. The event 
is in Exeter, Rhode Island, arrowed from Route 95 exit 
3A. There you will find approximately 75 miles of fine New 
England trails, maybe a little classic mud, and the club 
promises a few rocks here and there. For more informa- 
tion call NETRA at (860)875-5757. 
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Bi Video Available 


Marshall Rose believes in getting it all on tape. He 
has videos available from the Australian ISDE last year. 
The VHS video footage will cost you $50, but for that 
low sum you'll receive 18 hours of video tape. You’re 
bound to find someone you know, if you watch it long 
enough. Rose also has tapes from the Tulsa ’94 ISDE, as 
well as Poland ’95, Finland ’96, and Italy '97; as well as 
the Hollister and Wilseyville National Hare Scrambles 
from the last three years, all featuring many hours of 
taping time. Contact him at (510)223-5764. 


Fly-in for 
Freedom 


The theme for this year’s 
Alliance for America Fly-in 
for Freedom is “Get a grip 
on Earth Day.” Scheduled 
for May 15-19 at the 
Holiday Inn Capitol Hill in 
Washington D.C., this 
year’s Fly-in will be a cele- 
bration of our progress in 
the last 30 years. There will 
be many interesting speak- 
ers and opportunities to 
network with other multiple- 
use interests on the land 
use issues that affect 
us all. BlueRibbon 
Coalition Executive 
Director Clark Collins 
will be making a pre- 
sentation at the Fly-in 
celebrating the suc- 
cesses of off-highway 
recreationists. Registration, 
payable to the Alliance for 
America, is $100 per per- 
son. Additional information 
is available from the 
Alliance office at (518)835- 
6702 phone, (618)835- 
2527 fax or e-mail them at 
allianceam@aol.com. 

Off-highway recreationists 
interested in attending this 
year’s Fly-in, and coordinat- 
ing legislative visits with the 
BlueRibbon Coalition, 
should contact Clark Collins 
at the BRC office: (208) 
233-6570 phone, (208) 
233-8906 fax or e-mail 
brclark@sharetrails.org. 






















Localiiews 


New ECEA Web Site 


We announce web sites all the time here at Trail Rider, some are good, some are okay. Well, 
today we're announcing a web site that is really surprisingly good. Dial up www.ecea.org and 
you'll be connected to the East Coast Enduro Association’s new web site, and we think you'll be 
amazed at everything you'll find there. They have complete information on upcoming enduros, 
including a map pinpointing the location of the event. There are results from previous enduros, 
club information for the East Coast 


association, tips on riding Enduro Association 


enduros anda lively e-mail Largest Enduro Association in the USA 


i ECEAN Greenbrier Enduro March 28 1999 Curly Fern Enduro 
ion n to all ECEA . 2 
sectio ope a Who We Are ityou tike gritty, rough & tumble action, pan tatart sripleeuy hissscend yan 
f ar, 1998 amp Fr 
members. We're amazed | Essotceteniar Wiryo kaon yea atinim ti Hoare debou hie nev Husgvarna, Cafe 


is or you. Each year at this time, Tei 
Enduro County Sportsmen's Motoroyete Club 
= t m, = e hows the td what al enduro is ail 
at how complete and well- -masm 3% E EEN 
Forma winter for this one? Click here tor 


organized it is, and have to f Enauro Raito intormation, directions and entry torms 


Kevin Bennet and Bill Atkinson took the 
top 3 honows in the south Jersey classic 
which ended in 3 down pour. Results as 
zoon aswe get them, 





1999 Sandy Lane Enduro - 62nd Annual 


. Hare Sccambles Ready to Try An Enduro? 
heap credit on ECEA mem- + a = : š Round One of the 1999 ECEA Enduro Series goes 
aa Have you been toying with the idea of riding an enduro? to Jack Lattarty Js. with a score of 2/19, H 
i h l is ae iea ei a ancccuping evenk motamatoutisnees  seoend place fabhar Kavin Bennets soore of, 
ber Dennis Black, who Das Spact Heard its alot of fun, but just not sure howto join ?. Each 2/24 by only 10 seconds Bill Akinson rounded 
| lachareieat —Fighiz mde YeDiMle ate specific events, made easy forbeginnes: A out Inir place with a 295, Cluck nave forthe results and 
i few are scheduled for this spring. Learn the basios of endusos, photos. 
most single-hande ut Sa 
almost single yp | BRECEA Stace” Ineludina whatyou need to know fo pasihe ECEA Enduro Tha Natlouial RECTO Monal Tens Pregreti 
it all together. Hopefully the Emails National Trails Day Saturday June Sth, 1999 CICR recently received a letter from the NJ DEP, concerning 
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Clubs are Kicking in SOME [gamis sate Dances eaS tenaa TAN Ee. Seca. Aen damay ail ect sporty 778.00 
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Here's the complete latter and registration form in pdf your club harsubmitted a granttequest al 


mote information, sontact Valada Salice, NJ National Tesis n 
P, 


The Pennsylvania ski resorts Big Boulder and Jack Frost, off Route 80 west of Stroudsburg, 
are opening a brand new off-road park this spring. Known as Traxx, it will have seven differ- 
ent areas, ranging from motocross to a 5-plus mile enduro course. It sounds like a great 
place for MX or hare scrambles practice, and another badly needed family spot in the east- 
D | emn region. The cost will be $25 per day per person, and opening is scheduled for some 
2% a| time this spring (probably once all the snow melts and the mud dries up). See their web 
thee site for more info, www.big2resorts.com/traxx/, Get in touch with them at Traxx/Jack 
Frost Mountain, P.O. Box 707, Blakeslee, PA 18610, phone (800)468-2442. 


Sad F assing....... S®eeeesoeoes eee seeeseseoe oases eeeeoeoaeaeoeovneevaoedest 


Pioneer ISDE rider and organizer of the annual ISDT/ISDE Reunion race in Arkansas, Leroy 
Winters succumbed to lung cancer this past February. Winters first rode the ISDT in 1965, did- 
n't learn his lesson that time and wound up riding it for the next eight years through 1972. In 
more recent years he was an insatiable trail rider, with a number of personal accomplishments— 
the ones you rarely read about but mean a lot to a person. I first became familiar with Leroy’s 
name on a motorcycle trip to Copper Canyon, Mexico earlier in this decade. Everyone was still 
talking about the gringo who became the first person to ride a motorcycle on footpath from 
Batopilos to the chapel at Satevo, a feat pontony only accomplished on foot (there’s a road 
there now). That was Leroy, 
always blazing a new trail 
on a bike. He brought about 
the ISDT/ISDE Reunion as a 
chance for the veterans of 
that sport to get together in 
a less competitive environ- 
ment for some friendly 
motorcycle riding and some 
seriously heavy duty bench 
racing. We’re hoping some- 
one will pick up the ball and 
keep Leroy’s event going, in 
his memory. And we’ll miss 
the gringo who blazed the 
trail to Satevo. Leroy was a 
true pioneer in this sport. 





for all this work, it is all 
worth it. Check it out. 























Leroy Winters (left), Dave Mungenast, John Penton and Malcolm Smith. 
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CucieSurgeon 


by Dr. Steve Augustine 


Ankle Sprains 











A“ sprains are the most 
common specific injury in 
“sports. They account for 15% to 20% of 
“all sports injuries. They make up 45% of all 





They are common in people under 
35 years old, and are most common 
in people from 15 to 19 years old. 
Most likely because that’s when 
most people are actively participating 
in high intensity athletics. Ankle 
sprains represent 7% to 10% of all 
visits to the emergency room. No 
studies have been done to determine 
how common ankle sprains are in 
off-road motorcycling. |! would 
assume that they are still fairly wide- 
spread, but the occurrence is proba- 
bly less than in other sports because 
of the added protection and support 
riders get from the boots they 
wear. 

The ankle joint is stabilized by the 
shapes of the bones (how they fit 
together) and the ligaments that con- 





“basketball injuries and 25% of all soccer sil 


much motion, and only have so much natural play in them. 
Your ankle can normally roll in to a certain point but if you roll 
past that point something has to give and what gives is usu- 
ally your ligaments in the form of a tear. If you continue to roll 
it even further your bones are the next thing to give out and 

























nect the bones together. Ligaments 
run from the ends of bones on each side of a joint and occur 
in every joint in the body. Ligaments are like taut rubber 
bands that allow some motion of the joint but not too much. 
Without them, your joints would feel unstable (loose or out of 
place) which is painful, and this prevents you from being able 
to actively stress your joints as you do during sports. What 
happens when you sprain any ligament, is that it is stretched 
past its limit and tears. Ligaments act as check reigns to too 

















this is how a fracture happens. 
Normally, this progression of injury 
doesn’t happen because your muscles, 
ligaments and bones are strong enough 
to prevent too much motion at a joint. 
When the ankle is rolled too far, the 
strain on the ligament is beyond its 
strength limit and it tears. 

There are many different ligaments 
around the ankle and depending on the 
position of your foot when the injury 
happens different ligaments can be 
torn. Most ankle sprains (85%) occur 
when the ankle and foot are rolled in too 
far and that mechanism is called inver- 
sion. Inversion injuries 
cause the ligaments on 
the outside part of your 
ankle to tear. If you roll 
your ankle and foot out 
too far it is called eversion 
and that causes the liga- 
ments on the inside of 
your ankle to tear. 

Ankle sprains are classi- 
fied according to how bad 
the ligaments are torn. A 
grade 1 sprain is the least 
serious injury and the liga- 











continued on page 62 
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Testing & 
racing with 
the world’s 

best on 
the ATK 
flattracker 


Story and photos 
by Phil Walker 








Fantasies can assume many forms. For off-road motorcycle enthusiasts, 


they usually include one of three things: perfect trails with exceptionally 


moist and tacky dirt, exotic factory built machines with a private mechan- 
ic, or some famous motorcycle celebrities with which to ride and bench 
race. Sometimes the gods smile and one of these fantasies comes true. 
On the rare occasion all of the stars are perfectly aligned, and they alll 


come true. Well sort of... . 


he West Coast has always been a 

breeding ground to strange forms of 
racing. Southern California people will race 
anything. It probably has something to do 
with the constant sun and lack of seasons. 
Back in the early 1980s, in an effort to com- 
bine many different types of motorcycle 
skills and riding styles, a small “Superbikers” 
series was created. The track at Carlsbad 
Raceway consisted of flat dirt sections with 
table top jumps and a twisty road section. 


Top level Grand National, motocross and 
road race riders were invited to compete on 
a “level” playing field. The racing was close 
and some of the events were even televised 
on ABC’s Wide World of Sports. Eventually, 
the motocross guys seemed to dominate 
the action and the racing died out. 

A small band of Southern California rid- 
ers, headed by Don Canet, are trying to 
make a resurgence of the competition. This 
new series is different from the 





“Superbikers” series because anyone of 
any ability level can compete, and most 
any modern dirt or street machine can 
be raced. The classes consist of Open- 
Unlimited, 250 Two-Stroke and 400- 
Four-Stroke, and a 21” front wheel “Dual 
Sport” class for those new to the game 
and still unwilling to make the commit- 
ment to 19, 18 or 17 inch wheels. There 
are also some non-conventional bikes 
being raced such as old Triumph 
Bonnevilles and BMW twins without 
fenders. 

The series is gaining momentum as 
riders of all backgrounds once again 
realize that the competition is fierce and 
fun. After only one race, most riders, 
including myself, get the “Super TT” bug 
and keep returning for more. 

| work for ATK in Utah. Last summer, 
Don Canet called ATK with a proposi- 
tion. In an effort to help his new Super TT 

series gain recognition and popu- 


larity, he was trying to coerce four-time 
500cc World GP Champion Eddie 
Lawson to ride in one of the events. ATK 
has always had a good relationship with 
Don and he was curious about the pos- 
sibility of ATK bringing a bike down to 
the event. Given Lawson’s background 
and attraction potential, we thought this 
would be a great opportunity for him to 
have fun, ATK to get some additional 
recognition, and to provide the ATK R&D 
department some saddle time with a 
world renowned rider. 

ATK began development of its dirt 
track machine about three years ago. It 
started out as a brainstorm. What if the 
stock ATK 605 chassis could be altered 
slightly and fitted with lowered suspen- 
sion? Would it work as a full fledged dirt 
track racer? ATK is always looking for 
new ways to test research and develop- 
ment machines and to get exposure for 
its bikes. After much testing of the 605 


Dirt Tracker concept, and pleasant suc- 
cess, the motorcycle went into full pro- 
duction. The second year of production 
has just begun. 

Eddie Lawson probably is not very well 
known in the dirt bike community, but he 
is the road racing equivalent of Hurricane 
Hannah. He began his career as a dirt 
track kid in Southern California. He pro- 
gressed through the ranks of the dirt 
track scene until he was scouted by 
Kawasaki for a road race contract in the 
early ’80s. (Some older riders may 
remember the Eddie Lawson race repli 
ca KZ 750’s.) After much success in the 
U.S. Superbike series, he transplanted 
himself in Europe where he competed 
in the 500cc Grand Prix World 
Championship as part of the infamous 
Kenny Roberts team. By the time he 
returned to the States in 1998, he had 
won a total of four world championships 
and the hearts of fans all over the world. 





- Running up front with ~ 
‘the leaders, Lawson’s 
World Championship 
form shows despite 
years of retirement. 





ATK’s Super TT modified 

Dirt Tracker. We learned 

a ton from our week- ~~ 

ends with Eddie Lawson: 
i 


Lawson stopped racing motorcycles 
after he returned to the U.S. and used 
some of his spare time to race Indy- 
Lights cars. Currently, he spends much 
of his time racing 250cc go-carts with his 
good friend, and three-time 500cc World 
GP Champion, Wayne Rainey. 

Spending a race with Eddie Lawson 
provided ATK with the opportunity of a 
lifetime. | quickly agreed to bring a 
motorcycle to Buttonwillow, California, 
for Lawson to ride. He said that he just 
wanted “to go out and have a good 
time,” nothing serious. | assured him it 
would be a stock machine and would 
be the perfect ride for his return to 
motorcycle racing, since he had not 
even thrown a leg over a motorcycle 
since 1993. 

My resident super technician, Cord 
Piearson, took the tired R&D 600 DT 
out to the pressure washer for some 
cleaning before a handful of well-earned 
TLC. After some soap, safety wire, 





ý | i z 





minor tinkering and fresh tires, she was 
ready to race. We packed up the van 
and headed for California. 

On race day, Eddie arrived with his 
own mechanic, Sandy Rainey — Wayne 
Rainey’s father. Amazingly, Lawson and 
Wayne Rainey have been friends since 
they raced dirt track together in the 
‘70s. Sandy Rainey now prepares ultra- 
trick go-carts for the both of them so 
they can go out and compete at the 
various Southern California tracks. He 
spent many of his younger years build- 
ing and preparing dirt track bikes for 
himself, and in later years, for Wayne. 
His insight and assistance provided 
valuable information to getting the 
machine set up for the day’s events. 

Concurrent to actually setting up the 
bike for the race, we were doing a bit of 
R&D work with wheelbase, suspension, 
and tire selection. During the practice 
sessions, Lawson did some test laps. 
As we made more adjustments, he 
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became more and more comfortable on 
the DT. 

From the instant Lawson rode off on 
the machine, | was in awe. It is important 
to remember that he had not been on a 
motorcycle in five years! His first “getting 
to Know the bike and track” lap was 
faster than any lap | could ever turn with 
years of practice. His natural style and 
finesse makes riding a motorcycle look 
as natural as a kite flying in the wind. It 
was at this moment | realized that the 
actual racing no longer mattered; we 
were in the company of a motorcycle 
legend. 

To add to the already unbelievable day 
unfolding, Wayne Rainey arrived after the 
final practice session. He jumped into the 
discussions about the performance of 
the bike, the handling, and possible tun- 
ing changes to help Lawson go faster. 
During the heat races, Rainey and his 
crew were timing Lawson's laps and 
consulting him when the heat ended. | 
was amazed at how these two champi- 
ons played more seriously than | ever 
raced! This was fun to them. | guess | 
underestimated Lawson a bit when he 
said he just wanted to go out and enjoy 
himself. 

As the day wore on, more and more 
people came over to our truck and tent 
to say hello, and get autographs from 
Lawson and Rainey. People were happy 
to see Lawson on a bike again, and 
excited to be racing with him. Cord 
Piearson and | stood back and watched 
the events. Lawson and Rainey were 
talking about the bike, bench racing, and 
generally looking like they could have 
been back 20 years at Ascot Park talking 
about the heat races. The neatest part of 
the entire situation was that these two 
world champions, with a total of four 
AMA Superbike and seven 500cc GP 
World Championships, were sitting in 
ATK’s pits. Our little American motorcy- 
cle company was the host of two of the 


After a long layoff, the 
Superbikers series is back, 
now known as “Super TT”. 


greatest talents that ever piloted a 
motorcycle. Even more special than the 
presence of these two gentlemen was 
their humility and casualness. Both of 
them treated us, and everyone who 
talked to them, with respect. | tell people 
who are not motorcycle enthusiasts that 
motorcycling is different from other 
sports because the motorcycle commu- 
nity generally acts like a big family. These 
two heroes helped prove my theory. 

Lawson came in second in the main 
event, ridiculously overpowered by the 
Cycle World project bike Honda CR 500 
ridden by motorcycle talent Rick Pierce. 
After the race, Pierce introduced his kids 
to Lawson and told him that it was an 
honor to be on the same track with him. 

We packed up and headed out for a 
long overnight drive home. It is bewilder- 
ing how much thinking and talking one 
can do on a long road trip. We all have 
been there: three o'clock in the morning, 
talking about performance modifications, 
and bench racing the day’s events. 
Piearson and | vowed to return to 
Buttonwillow with a faster machine if 
Lawson was ever interested again. 

Three months later | received another 
call from Don Canet. He wanted to coor- 
dinate another race for the beginning of 
December and Eddie Lawson was once 
again interested in riding the ATK DT. 
Again, we prepared for the trip to 
California. This time, however, Piearson 
spent some additional quality time with 
the R&D DT 600. It received all of the 
standard power goodies: high compres- 
sion piston, new cam, ported head, tita- 
nium valve springs, valve job etc. The 
R&D DT 600 was now running better 
than ever. We only needed the right rider 
to complete the package. 

The second visit to Buttonwillow provid- 
ed many of the same scenarios as the 
first. Beautiful weather, large crowds, and 
the smiling faces of Eddie Lawson and 
Sandy Rainey. We had some additional 
production modifications we were testing 
on the DT, so the added track time actu- 
ally helped us evaluate a few ideas. 
Rainey once again proved invaluable in 
helping set up the machine. After the 
practice laps, Lawson was very pleased 
with the newfound power of the DT 600. 
We played a bit with the tire pressure and 
the carburetor adjustment. The bike was 
running great. In the heat race, Lawson 
started 28th in a pack of 35 riders. At the 
end of the six lap heat, he was in fourth 
place. This finish was good enough for a 
first row start in the main event. 











Eddie Lawson cranking it past the pit truck in the main event. He still knows how to 
rip after all these years. 


ONE 


Sse Re Man 











Sandy Rainey and Eddie Lawson discuss the finer points of tire set-up in the pits. 


We were ready. 

With the torque of the 600 four-stroke, 
Eddie easily pulled the holeshot from the 
two screaming CR 500’s. Holding the 
two Hondas off for two laps forced Eddie 
to work a lot harder than he wanted. No 
matter how talented the rider, stamina 
can play a crucial role in any race. 
Unfortunately, he was only able to hold 
off the attackers for a few laps. 

| guess world champions do not have 
much to prove to the young guys. The 
two leaders were riding on the ragged 
edge, while Eddie was just out riding and 
having a great time. He finished fourth 
and returned to the pits with a big smile. 
Sure he was disappointed; world cham- 


pions are used to winning. However, 
most of all, he was happy. He was happy 
to be racing a motorcycle after all these 
years. 

These events have taught me two 
things to always remember. One: Never 
stop riding motorcycles. Go new places, 
try new types of racing, meet new peo- 
ple, and have more fun. Two: Never 
underestimate fate. One day you are sit- 
ting in your office in front of the comput- 
er screen, the next day you could be sit- 
ting under the same tent with two of the 
greatest motorcycle racers that ever 
lived. Thank you Eddie Lawson. Thanks 
for the memories. We'll see you next 
time at the races. W 
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The evolution of a riding impression can be a weird 
lot when it comes to trying out a new bike. First 
there’s the preconception stage, mostly consisting 
of weak initial thoughts that cumulatively coalesce 
factors like past history, pre-release test reports, 
showroom tire-kicking, rumors, scuttlebutt and out- 
right lies. A robust advertising program certainly has 
its influence here, affecting early impressions on 
more levels than the obvious. We won’t elaborate. 


ext comes that all-too-heavily-weighted first ride stage, a time when things real- 

ly start to churn. First impressions are stark and unforgiving, not unlike your first 
dose of adulthood reality. Sadly, they're all-too-often pre-born, unformed, incomplete 
and habitually difficult to overcome. Afterward, once all the early hoopla settles, is the 
time to get down to business, do some real riding and hammer out what's on and 
what isn’t. Frequently, this subsequent testing does little more than flesh out the 
details of those initial impressions. 

With today’s fine crop of iron, big swings in opinion are rare. In the process, some 
testers try to mathematize the exercise, assigning weighted numbers and arcane rat- 
ing systems to what should be a simple activity. This might be great for sports books 
or stock brokers, but it sure doesn’t translate well here. Motorcycle riding remains an 
individual and emotional experience, one that’s unique to just about every different 
rider out there at that. 

The reason for this lengthy preamble is that quite frankly, riding the 99 YZ125 has 
been a bit of an emotional roller coaster around here. Touted far and wide as the best 
125 of the 1999 class, some industry sources were even calling it the best bike of 
1999 (outside of the YZ400, | suppose). Of course, they're talking motocross here, 
and as we know all too well, what’s good on the motocross track can often be quite 
a handful off road. Nonetheless, we expected a lot. 
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Hare Scrambles ae 





| Endure 








Whether dressed as a 
stripped-#6wn hare 
scrambler-or enduro 
machine, the YZ125 has 
the punch to satisfy any 
|- _0ff-roadirider. 





The stock YZ is lean, light and ready to 
go for any fast hare scrambles. For 
enduro work you might want to calm it 
down a little. 


True to form, our first day riding left us 
with some serious reservations. The 
excursion consisted of riding and shoot- 
ing photos around a private off-road 
testing area that included fast trail cut 
through open woods and a small gravel 
pit of hard-packed MX obstacles and 
short, steep hill climbs. It soon became 
apparent that the little YZ was fast, plen- 
ty fast, mostly in. the form of a robust 
mid-range hit that oftentimes caught test 
riders by surprise. A quick stab of the 
clutch and boom! Bike and body often 
parted in opposite directions. A tough 
first day in the dirt. 

That Yamaha tiddler got tossed and 
launched on numerous occasions. At the 


time, it also seemed a trifle soft off the’ 


bottom, certainly less grunt than the last 
125 we spent a lot of time aboard ('98 
Husky WR). We shot our photos and 
took our licks that day, wondering what 
we were going to do with the little blue 
bike. Fortunately, over the ensuing 
weeks, we were finally able to log some 
real trail miles aboard the YZ125, and 
worked towards accepting it as a hare 
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scrambler or an enduro bike. It all finally 
started coming together. 


Features 

The Yamaha YZ125 has been the dar- 
ling of the industry for several years now, 
earning its stripes on the track and in the 
national press. By no coincidence, a 








number of YZ125s have been success- 
fully piloted in off-road events as well. 
Cosmetically, the ’99 YZ125 hasn't 
changed much, sporting the same frame 
and blue plastic as the ’98: models. 
There are tangible refinements though, a 


considerable number in the motor 
department alone. Power plant updates 


include cylinder porting changes (exhaust 
and scavenge), a new pipe and silencer, 
mods to the power valve governor 
assembly and a new carburetor. Chassis 
changes are less, mostly limited to a new 
swing arm (lighter, stronger) and wheel 
improvements achieved through new, 
lightweight hubs, tough Talon Excel rims 
and aluminum spoke nipples for less 
weight. The new wheel assemblies are 
likewise shod with new Dunlop D739 rub- 
ber, front and rear. Of course, there are 
the obligatory annual changes in the sus- 
pension department, Kayaba compo- 
nents getting new valving, and other 


Yamaha Y¥Z125 
Specifications 


Engine 
Liquid Cooled Case Reed Two-Stroke 
Displacement 
124cc 
Bore & Stroke 
54 X 54.5 mm 
ignition 
Yamaha CDI Magneto (No Accessory Coil) 
Spark Plug & Gap 
BR9EG @ 0.5 - 0.6 mm 
Transmission 
6-speed, Constant Mesh 
Final Drive 
13/48 Gearing, DID Chain (Non O-Ring) 
Carburetor 
Mikuni TMX86SS 
Jetting 
Main—350 
Needle — 6DHY53-76-3 
(-3 denotes #3 clip position) 
Slide—6.5 
Pilot—45 
Air Screw Position—1.75 
Chassis 
Semi Double Cradle Frame 
Wheelbase 
56.9” 
Seat Height 
39.1” 
Ground Clearance 
Wena 
Weight (Wet) 
211.4 Ib. (Claimed) 
Fuel Cell Capacity 
2.11 US gallons 
Tires 
Dunlop D739, 80/100-21 Front, 
100/90-19 Rear 
Front Suspension 
Kayaba USD Fork w/4.1 N/mm 
springs, 11.8” Travel 
Fork Oil Height 
185mm (Standard) 
Rear Suspension 
Kayaba Shock w/46 N/mm spring 
(260mm Free Length), 12.4” Travel 


|i Be. Per) 


Compact and ready with fine midrange power. Accessory flywheels are available for 
enduro riding from a number of companies. 


adjustments. Nothing earth-shattering 
though. 


Mo Mo 

As with most 125 tests, the first thing 
everyone wants to know about is power. 
The ’99 YZ125 has been widely touted as 
the best 125 motor of the year, with 
emphasis on its class-leading bottom 
end. Truth is, we think that this might be 
as much a function of the competition 
(read: lack thereof) as the YZ125’s grunti- 
ness. Sure, our test bike has decent bot- 
tom end, but there will be no confusion 
with bigger bikes, even 200s. Other miti- 
gating factors might be the non-prototyp- 
ical weight of our testers (175-200 Ibs.) 
and/or perhaps a slight leanness right off 
the bottom due to our mostly cold weath- 
er (-40 degrees F) testing regimen. 

Regardless, we were hardly over- 
whelmed with bottom-end performance, 
although things really start to happen 
once the needle jet comes into play. 
There's a big (we really mean huge) hit in 
the midrange, so much so that the bike 
would literally launch right out from under 
any unsuspecting test rider when per- 
forming typical photo shoot stunts. Fresh 
Dunlop meat (D755) on the rear didn’t 
hurt either. Without fail, wherever there 
was traction, a stab of the clutch yielded 
an instant wheelie fix. Busting through the 
midrange, top end hardly disappoints 
either, as power keeps on trucking right 
up into a good eye watering runout. 

For comparison’s sake, the YZ125 
doesn’t have the off-idle grunt that the 





98 Husky WR125 we tested had, and 
as a result, is a little less forgiving. 
However, its eminently more ridable off 
road than other Japanese 125s that 
we've ridden of late, but beware that 
things happen very fast once on the 
pipe. Seat of the pants finds the YZ125 
easy to keep in the power band when 
motoring hard down the trail. Ridden 
with the right attitude, the Yamaha tiddler 
will keep pace with anyone or anything. 
Our one minor complaint was clutch 
action. Sure, it’s light and non-fading, but 
the engagement point gets a bit vague at 
times. Transmission-wise, the little YZ 
proved a smooth shifter with cog ratios 
well spaced. A decent top speed was 
achievable (while wailing on the motor) 
although first gear might need to be a little 
lower in some venues. We didn’t have 
any problems negotiating even the most 
ignorant technical obstacles locally, how- 
ever riders in rocky, mountainous terrain 
might wish for a tooth or two on the rear 
sprocket, especially if conditions were 
slick. Regarding fuel delivery, we found 
stock jetting to be borderline lean off the 
bottom in cooler temperatures. Raising 
the needle a notch (to the #4 clip posi- 
tion) eliminated a bog during accelera- 
tion. As ambient temperatures warmed 
up we returned to the stock clip position 
and the YZ125 has run clean and strong 
ever since. 
One fuel delivery problem that we did 
uncover had to do with water. With stock 
rigging, the '99 YZ125 coughs and dies 
at the mere sight of the wet stuff. On one 
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ride during which numerous stream and 
swamp crossings were negotiated (read: 
attempted), three times the Yamaha left 
us up to our knees in cold February 
cedar water. It didn’t seem possible that 
the bike was actually drowning, as the air 
box barely dipped into the water, low 
depths that barely covered the axle nuts. 
Additionally, it consistently restarted with 
only a few kicks afterward. 

The problem was traced to carburetor 
venting or lack thereof. Like most newer 
carbs, the 36mm Mikuni D slide TMX unit 
is equipped with an extra set of side air 
vents, intended to ward off stalling and 
bogging. This is good, because it elimi- 
nates the need to add a tee and upward 
routed auxiliary vent hose, a trick used on 
older carbs. However, Yamaha has all four 
vent tubes routed downward, placing 
them under water in all but the shallowest 
water obstacles. Without a means of 
equalizing the pressure within the carb 
bowl, the YZ125 is susceptible to a sort 
of vapor lock that impedes fuel delivery, 
causing the motor to die. We correctly 
rerouted two each of the vent tubes 
upward, under the tank and the problem 
went away. Now, the little Yamaha will 
charge through water obstacles without a 
whimper. Coincidentally, we checked a 





There’s very little to get in the way or 
hold mud back here, but be careful when 
you lift the YZ out of a mudhole. It’s fair- 
ly easy to break the rear fender off. 


couple of the other ’99 test bikes in the 
stable and found the same confusing vent 
hose routing. 


Ridability 

No two ways about it, this bike is a real 
carver. In fact, turning might well be its 
forte. Logic goes, no matter how power- 
ful a 125 motor is, going fast still comes 
down to carrying your speed and 
momentum through turns and trail 
obstacles. It’s here where the YZ125 has 
the capability to really shine, although it 
did take a bit of tuning and setup. 

Handling and turning prowess (as 
always) is a function of proper rear spring 
and sag set up. Fork spring rates were 
okay for off-road pilots in the 180 pound 
range (give or take). Initially, the fork had 
a stiff spot mid-stroke that caused a 
slight binding about halfway through its 
travel. Fortunately, this went away after 
break in. In general terms, factory clicker 
positions, both front and rear were a bit 
soft on the compression for fast trail 
work. They weren’t bad for log infested, 
rooty technical stuff or other slow going. 

A soft stock shock spring confounded 
impressions during our initial rides. The 
shock spring is too soft for all but the 
lightest pilot, employing a 46 N/mm 
spring. Further highlighting this, the 
260mm of spring free length gets pre- 
loaded from the factory by 15mm (sag 
setting). Since the allowable adjustment 
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range is only 18mm, this leaves only an 
additional 3mm (about 1/8”) of allowable 
preload. Not much room for adjustment 
and certainly not enough for 190 
pounders. We replaced the stocker with 
a 48 N/mm spring and were much hap- 
pier, a better match for our girth. 

The stiffer shock spring, along with the 
expected clicker spinning, got things 
working smartly. Set up as such, there 
was no tiresome hunting for lines or other 
weird behavior. Naturally, a function of its 
motocross heritage, the YZ125 tracks 
great down high-speed whoops, with no 
tendency to nose dive into them. At the 
same time off-road manners are ball park, 
avoiding terminal pogoing or deflections 
when slamming into sharp trail obstacles 
like roots, logs or rocks. When railing 
berms, it stays glued to the intended line 
like Velcro. This makes for easy piloting 
chores and inspires confidence. 


Finishing Touches 

The stock Dunlop D739s don’t cut it 
in loose dirt and leaf-covered trails. The 
back tire spins mercilessly. During our 
soft terrain testing, a switch to a D755 
rear and D756 front proved a massive 
upgrade for typical sand and loose 
loam. The D755 rear is awesome on 
this bike, playing a major role in our 
early impressions. It hooked up unbe- 
lievably in loose leafy mulch (as expect- 
ed) but also on packed surfaces as well. 
The 19” rim size might have played a 
factor here, the shallower sidewall 
putting plenty of rubber to the ground. 
Mind you, we'll save the 739s for the 
first rock run, wherein they work great. 

The carbon steel handlebars are 
almost surprising in today’s marketplace 
full of $5,000 motorcycles. On the posi- 
tive side, the unique Yamaha bend of 
years past is gone, replaced with a more 
mainstream shape. Additionally, they’re 
shod with nice gummy grips. 

Braking on the YZ was good, with nice 
firm feel front and rear and no overheat- 
ing. The YZ’s come stock with a long- 
wearing metallic pad, something we’d 
like to see on more off-road scoots. The 
back brake might be a bit on the touchy 
side, especially in the slick going. 

The stock exhaust system is what 
you'd expect from Japan. A somewhat 
low-hanging pipe will be susceptible to 
trail damage from log or rock crossings. 
We're in the process of securing some 
aftermarket units for testing, in anticipa- 
tion of this. The stock aluminum-bodied 
MX silencer is lightweight and works 
well, being none-too-harsh on the ears. 


Regarding maintenance, the Yamaha 
is well thought out and doesn’t create 
any unnecessary headaches. One cau- 
tion however: Check the tightness of all 
fasteners before riding. Yamahas have 
the tendency to rattle out some fasteners 
during the first couple of outings and this 
one was no different. We lost a seat and 
side cover bolt during the photo shoot. 


Endzone 
You know, after spending considerable 
time aboard the ‘99 YZ125, it makes you 


wonder. Are they really fast? How can a 
monster midrange hit be such a handful in 
the pit, but feel oh-so-good on the trail? 
Why do so many enduro riders still opt for 
European 125s (Gas-Gas, TM, Husky, 
KTM)? What if | started going to the gym 
and lost 20 pounds? Unfortunately, we 
haven't figured out the answers to all of 
these inquiries, however, we do know that 
if the °99 YZ125 wasn’t a helluva bike, we 
wouldn't even be considering them. And 
rest assured, we'll be continuing our 
research in earnest. 
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: GNCC Round One 
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Shane Watts takes the 
checkered flag and his 
first in what looks like 
many GNCC wins. 





Okeechobee 





The Man 
from Down 
Under 
Resets the 
GNCC to 
Zero Again 


By Paul Clipper 
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Okeechobee, FL 3/2/99 
Fo all us dirt fanatics, the Tuesday of Daytona Bike Week signals the start of anew 
racing season and the chance to get out and tempt heat exhaustion for the first 
time in the new year. It is also the start of the AMA's Grand National Cross Country 
series, the destined-to-be-legendary hare scrambles series pioneered by Dave 
Coombs, and now organized and promoted by Dave's surviving kin. Yes, it is a big 
and glitzy series now, but the GNCC is still very much a family affair. You can see Jeff 
Russell hung with arrow pouches and dual staplers, looking like he hasn’t slept in 
days, keeping the course in order, while his wife Carrie Jo Coombs and his mother- 
in-law Rita Coombs take care of sign up. Practically family also are Jim Snyder, Paula 
Thorn and John Ayers, who take care of the rest of the organizational issues every 
day. These people have been working together for many years, and they definitely 
have a well-oiled race promotion machine on their hands. 

Every year, the GNCC gets bigger, fueled by media and factory attention. It has by 
now definitely eclipsed the AMA National Hare Scrambles series, and it is the race 
series to “do” if you’re a serious off-roader. Team Suzuki, for example, only races the 
GNCC series, and they are competing against every other major and minor marque 
on the map, including KTM, Kawasaki, Yamaha, Honda and Gas-Gas. It is the pre- 
mier off-road series in the United States, and with the attention of Team Suzuki’s Paul 
Edmondson it has also begun turning heads internationally in the past two seasons. 





The only problem with the GNCC, to my eye, has been a 
certain staleness as it becomes more popular and more pro- 
fessional. The past two seasons, and especially last year, the 
events all turned into a battle between the Team Suzuki rid- 
ers—Steve Hatch, Paul Edmondson and Rodney Smith—ver- 
sus Honda's Scott Summers and Kawasaki's Fred Andrews. It 
seemed like every race last year was a carbon copy of the pre- 
vious race, with the three yellow riders romping and stomping 
against the lone green and red guys, and it was starting to get, 
well, predictable. | expected to travel to Okeechobee and 
watch once again as Smith, Hatch, Edmondson, Andrews and 
Summers ran away with the lead and then swapped the roles 
of Crash, Breakdown and Win, to the same sort of results as 
last year. 

Now don’t get me wrong; there are plenty of other riders in 
the Pro ranks challenging these guys, just usually not right up 
front with them. Up-and-comers Jimmy Jarrett (Kaw), Mike 
Lafferty (KTM), Josh McLevy (KTM), Joel Dengler (Suz), Barry 
Hawk (Yam), Doug Blackwell (Yam) and more are always ready 
to steal the glory, but the very top running guys have been 
staying the same for years. They also can’t be knocked 
because they've raised the level of competition to a point of 
intensity never before seen in off-road racing. These guys— 
Team Suzuki, Andrews, Summers and Scott Plessinger—have 
been riding just as fast as humanly possible off road. The 
chances of anybody new coming into the GNCC and breaking 
into that top rank was clearly impossible. Why, it would take a 
whole half-season of racing for anyone to get up to Rodney 
Smith’s speed. 

Or so we thought. 

The spoiler, in this case, and the one ingredient the GNCC 
needed to kick things up a notch, came in the form of an 
Australian ISDE rebel very much in his prime. We'd attended 
the ISDE the past couple of years, and watched as Shane 











Upset! 


Watts broke into the front ranks and then very convincingly 
carved his name into off-road history. In Italy, in 1997, Watts, 
who already had the 1997 World Enduro 125cc title, chal- 
lenged for the overall against enduro god Giovanni Sala. At the 
very least, he would have won the 125cc class overall on his 
KTM, except for a final moto tangle and crash that appeared 
to have wrecked his knee and possibly ended his career—at 
the ripe old age of 20 years. 

The year following he raced a few World Enduro 
Championships again, and went through serious reconstruc- 
tive surgery on his knee. He sat out the entire second half of 
the season, got back on the bike before the ISDE in Australia, 
and proceeded to win it overall on his 125. Watching him every 
day, it was plain to see there was no cheating or sleight of 
hand going on. Shane Watts was seriously fast. He rode a 125 
without ever spinning the rear tire—full-on forward traction and 
an uncanny sense for line selection was his obvious skill, and 
he made the already wild-riding Sala look like he was flailing to 
keep up. Which he was. 

So to arrive in Okeechobee and see that yes, Watts was in 
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Russell (L) confers with 
Jim Snyder at the Okee- 
chobee finish line. 
These guys never sleep. 










Paul Edmondson-skims the 
Okeechobee sand. Eddy led for a 
while, ran in the top three, and 
finished second overall. 
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America’s winningest 
enduro rider, Dick 
Burleson, won the 
Sportsmen class and the 
overall at the Okee- 
chobee morning race. 











ee S est 
Tired, dusty and happy, Shane Watts smiles for the cameras 
with Larry Maiers of Speedvision. 
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the States to ride the GNCC series was a very exciting 
prospect. We could detect a bit of snickering from some of the 
other teams, thinking that Watts was just another rookie com- 
ing in to challenge the old guard, but when the racing started it 
was fairly obvious that he was going to be a very real and 
sobering threat to every one of them. 

When the main event started at a little after one o'clock in the 
afternoon, Edmondson jumped out into the lead, while Watts 
was back around fifth. Jim Jarrett, Fred Andrews and Rodney 
Smith filled in the gap, and the lead group circulated around, 
swapping the lead occasionally. Andrews worked his way into 
the front, where he was dicing back and forth with Edmondson 
and Jarrett, but meanwhile Watts was only 30 seconds or so 
behind, looking around and checking out lines, and apparently 


The Face Race 


Jim Jarrett 


Joel 


Dengler Josh McLevy 











(Left) Steve Hatch never 
made it up to the lead 
group, and circulated the 
fast course finishing in 
fifth. 


waiting for the right 
moment. 

You have to picture 
this the way we saw it: 
Here were the GNCC 
regulars riding at their 
usual furious pace, in 
command of the race. 
But here was Watts right 

ra: = S behind them, relaxed, 
wa ching the lines, and Bekra like he was only using half throt- 
tle. Watts is on a 125, remember, while Andrews is wringing out 
his KX250 for all it's worth. Everybody else was on a 250 or 
larger as well, and somehow Watts has the power available to 
pass even in the straights as the positions change. It was fair- 
ly incredible to watch. 

Finally they started pitting for gas, which would change the 
lead order around. By the time Edmondson and Andrews 
raced in for a pit, Watts had already pitted the lap before, and 
when the riders passed the barrels it turned into the 
Andrews/Edmondson/Watts show. Watts was content to hang 
right behind Andrews while he led around the course, and he 











Team Yamaha’s 


Randy Hawkins 
tangled with a 
lapped rider and 
put himself out 
of the running 








and Edmondson traded second place a number of times. 
Finally Watts seemed to be warmed up and tuned to the 
course, and he simply stepped out in front of Andrews and 
started to pull away. We can only guess what kind of reaction 
this might have prompted inside of Andrews, but he shortly 
made his only mistake of the day and cartwheeled badly 
while chasing Watts. Andrews rode it into the pits, and 
accepted medical attention for what turned out to be minor 
injuries. 

This left Watts out front, and he wasn’t shy at all about tak- 
ing command of the lead. He raised the pace at least one 
notch, until Edmondson decided he’d be happy with second 
and backed off. At this point, KTM’s National Enduro Champ 


Shane Watts never seemed to 
throw a roost, didn’t even look like 
he was riding fast. 


co re 





cott Summers suffered a multiple-kick, last 
place start, tweaked his back, and dropped 
out after three laps of the circuit. 
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1 Kaw 
2 Kaw 
3 Kaw 
4 Kaw 
5 Yam 


Cob 
Suz 

KTM 
Kaw 
Kaw 


Kaw 
Kaw 
Suz 
Suz 
Kaw 


Yam 
Kaw 
Hon 
Yam 
Suz 
Four-Stroke A 

Kaw 
Hon 
Yam 
Yam 
Hon 
Four-Stroke B 

Hon 
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Yam 
Kaw 
Hon 
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KTM 
Suz 
Kaw. 
KTM 
Suz 
Kaw 
Yam 
Suz 
Yam 
Yam 
Senior (+40) A 
1 Kaw 


Kyle McAfee 
Cole Calkins 
Mike McCrea 
Curt Wilcox 
John Bennett 


Carlos Rivera 
Seth Patton 
Casey Griswold 
Justin Maxwell 
Joshua Knapp 


Chuck Woodford 
Jason Raines 
Ronnie Burnfield 
Andy Shea 

Ryan Rodgers 


Marty Aloisio 
Daniel Nobles 
Brian Wright 
Andy Brannon 
Derek Carpenter 


Larry Roeseler 
Spencer Kirton 
Michael Cornett 
Jonathan Skinner 
Allan Lachapelle 


Mike Decherd 
Mark Borders 
Rob Hertz 
Michael Shirley 
Aaron Snyder 


Shane Watts 
Paul Edmondson 
Jim Jarrett 
Michael Lafferty 
Steve Hatch 
Brian Brown 
Chuck Woodford 
Doug Blackwell 
Joel Dengler 
Robbie Jenks 


Michael Grizzle 
Dave Gunn 
Scott Gawler 
Lee Lankutis 
Leonard Mesina 


Ryan Barrett 
John Rentschler 
Norm Richards 
Steve Bower 
Steve Ostergard 


Shane Watts 
Paul Edmondson 
Jim Jarrett 
Michael Lafferty 
Steve Hatch 
Brian Brown 
Doug Blackwell 
Joel Dengler 
Robbie Jenks 
Barry E Hawk Jr 


Keith Rodgers 
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03:23:21 
02:52:44 
03:00:33 
03:01:47 
03:05:07 


03:18:25 
03:25:59 
03:32:50 
02:52:47 
02:53:01 


03:10:18 
03:21:05 
02:57:52 
03:00:14 
03:00:57 


03:07:30 
03:16:58 
03:19:54 
03:20:52 
03:24:00 


03:23:31 
03:12:13 
03:18:53 
03:20:01 
03:22:06 


03:24:42 
02:51:18 
02:56:54 
02:56:59 
03:09:37 


02:58:08 
02:58:39 
03:01:25 
03:01:46 
03:03:26 
03:09:51 
03:10:18 
03:12:04 
03:16:02 
03:16:34 


03:02:30 
03:06:50 
03:09:17 
03:12:12 
03:30:37 


03:15:40 
03:26:46 
02:52:43 
02:55:38 
02:56:44 


02:58:08 
02:58:39 
03:01:25 
03:01:46 
03:03:26 
03:09:51 
03:12:04 
03:16:02 
03:16:34 
03:19:39 


02:59:58 
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3 Kaw 
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Kaw 
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125/200 C 

Kaw 
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Suz 
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1 Suz 
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3 Hon 
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Yam 
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Yam 
Yam 
Kaw 
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KTM 
Kaw. 
Suz 
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KTM 
KTM 
Kaw 
Yam 
Suz 
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Yam 
Yam 
Yam 
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Vet (+30) C 

KTM 
Yam 
Hon 
Hon 
Yam 


afronm + 


Jeff Fredette 
Jeff Bonasera 
Randy Mastin 
David Crain 


Frank Campbell 
Leo Schwab 
JD Hammock 
Brent Windland 
Ted Stone 


Gene Onail 
Rodney Judson 
Dennis Decker 
Jeff Murgel 
Robbie Brantley 


Mark Duf 
Fred Nette 
Russell Bain 
Scott West 
Lionel Asselin 


Brandon Coffey 
Garrett Edmister 
Tom Meyers Jr 
Thomas Grogg 
Luke Stouffer 


David Settle 
Mico Borsuk 
Shawn Downing 
Jason Ward 
Edward Meyer 


Todd Bynum 
Pierce Ferriter 
Todd Ritch 
Bryan Kennedy 
Donald Morrow 


Richard Burleson 
Stepehn Kuczko 
Brandon Coffey 
Garrett Edmister 
David Settle 


Randy Faul 
David Smith 
Bernie Noel 
Daniel Tripp 
Jimmy Hodges 


Richard Burleson 
Stepehn Kuczko 
Morrill Griffith 
Michael Green 
Sean Finley 
Timothy Tolleson 


Terry Mealer 

Scott Wolfersberger 
Frank Erbe 

John Lafferty 

John Watts 


Lendon Smith 
Randall Morgan 
Richard Maley 
Henry Webster 
Brad Bradley 


03:11:12 
03:17:00 
03:17:10 
03:21:24 


03:18:31 
02:49:28 
02:52:47 
02:57:33 
02:59:03 


02:56:15 
02:59:14 
03:02:51 
03:07:54 
03:09:40 


03:12:38 
03:12:49 
03:18:39 
03:21:04 
03:21:16 


02:14:38 
02:16:15 
02:27:49 
02:28:06 
02:32:19 


02:20:11 
02:23:19 
02:28:19 
02:30:06 
02:32:20 


02:33:04 
02:09:54 
02:10:24 
02:11:15 
02:15:51 


02:11:20 
02:11:45 
02:14:38 
02:16:15 
02:20:11 


02:23:44 
02:25:28 
02:26:26 
02:27:34 
02:05:50 


02:11:20 
02:11:45 
02:22:31 
02:35:38 
02:36:29 
02:36:50 


02:21:37 
02:26:11 
02:35:10 
02:11:55 
02:15:07 


02:21:44 
02:28:10 
02:31:49 
02:32:19 
02:32:34 


Results courtesy of, and. copyright © 1999 Tom Mershimer Consulting Services 
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Rodney Smith started well and then 
worked his way backwards, finally quit- 
ting with a poorly running bike. 














Mike Lafferty rode a strong race and was Team Kawasaki star Fred Andrews led 
sitting in third place when Jarrett wentby for most of the race, then tumbled and 
on the last lap. Mike finished fourth by 20 DNF-ed while running second late 
seconds. behind Watts. 





and Trail Rider columnist Mike Lafferty 
was sitting in a strong third, three min- 
utes behind Edmondson but without any 
competition close by...or so he thought. 
“I went through the white flag lap and | 
thought it would just be a cruise to the 
finish,” Lafferty said, “and all of a sudden 
here comes Jarrett by like I’m tied to a 
tree! | chased him, but man, he was 
gone!” 

Jarrett wound up putting on a tear that 
landed him in the last podium position, 
while Lafferty had to settle for fourth 
overall. Still, fourth was better than some 
of the great names in attendance man- 
aged to get. Scott Summers had circu- 
lated the course at the back of the pack 
after a three-kick start, and he hung it up 
after “a whole bunch of little problems,” 
he told us. We watched Randy Hawkins 
throw his bike away right in front of us, 
while tangling with a lapper on the sec- 
ond lap, and his Yamaha was bent badly 
enough to make continuing a liability. 
Series champion Rodney Smith also had 
a short day after fading backwards on a 
poorly running bike. 

But the big thrill was just watching 
Watts at work. My contacts at KTM tell 
me, “Its an embarrassingly stock bike. 
It’s a 125EXC. He took it out of the box, 
he and his mechanic, Steve Kuczko, put 
a pair of Shane’s forks on it (WP 
Extremes) and loaded it up.” He circu- 
lates around the course a few positions 
back and then, when he knows the 
track, he moves into the lead and walks 
away. He never spins the rear wheel, 
and he’s a gear higher than any normal 
person going through the turns. It is 
wild. So cool to have some new, young 
blood in the series. 

The morning of the Okeechobee 
GNCC saw a two-hour novice event, 
featuring a Sportsman/Industry Star 
Class, the Super Senior class and a full 
brace of C classes. There was a pitched 
battle up front between veteran rider 
Dick Burleson and Steve Kuczko, Watts’ 
mechanic. Burleson kept control and 
took the overall by a handful of seconds. 
The total number of entrants for this 
Tuesday, March 2 race was 580, which 
must be some kind of record. It goes a 
long way towards proving the popularity 
of the GNCC series, that’s for sure. 

And that was it. With the season prop- 
erly kicked off we pulled up stakes and 
headed for Daytona and all the Bike 
Week events between then and the next 
GNCC in Macon, Georgia, which you will 
find further along in these pages. W 
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Paradise Park, GA 3/7/99 

@@@ ‘mM telling you, Shane Watts is sucking the life-force out of 
me!” Charlie Williams coughed over the phone, calling from 

his bed at the Indianapolis YMCA. “He’s out there winning all the 

GNCCs and it’s draining me. I’m on my death bed and he’s got 

his boots nailed down to the center spot on the podium!” 

“Uhh, Charlie,” | told him, “Actually he called Junior [Lafferty] 
from Key West, and he and Steve [Kuzco] were down there surf- 
ing last we heard.” 

‘Worse yet! | should be in Florida, not that foreigner! Can’t you 
have Trail Rider fly me down there on a medical emergency edi- 
torial rehab program?” 

“Not bloody likely,” | replied in my best nasal Jerry Seinfeld 
voice. “There’s barely money in the budget to pay for the former 
copyeditor’s therapy bill after reading your last story—the one we 
couldn’t print. What’s wrong with you, anyhow?” 

Walking pneumonia,” he sniffed. 

“How on Earth did you get that?” 

» “Walking, | guess.” 

lf hung up on him, and shh back to something a little less work 


id you hear we got protested by the Kawasaki team?” 
t happened?” 


Break quick fill. Well, we're all dressed and ready to go in Georgia, 
and_along comes Jeff Russell of Racer Productions and says, 
«= Sorry guys, | have to look at your bikes.’ It turned out that mine 
sane okay; but Shane couldn't use his, so he got a little mad and 
said “All right, l'Il stop every lap if you want, and I'll still win!” 
~ “He did that, too, didn’t he?” 
“Boy, did he.” 
a So Georgia wasn’t exactly a carbon copy of what happened at 
“the first round in Okeechobee, but there were some similarities 
that were downright chilling. Remember the 
scenes in Jaws when the Great White 
Shark was coming and no one in the 
scene knew, just you as you watched 
it? Watching Watts go around was a 
lot like that. At the start of the Pro race 
Paul Edmondson tore into the lead, just 


By Paul Clipper like he did in Florida. Suzuki team- 

O S mate Steve Hatch was right behind 

W k him, with Joel Dengler (Suz), Watts 
attsy ta es and Scott Summers close behind. A 


place or two back was Team Suzuki's ace Rodney Smith, but 
Smith suffered a miscalculation going into the woods and dusted 


another bite out himself off in dead last. 


Smith had an amazing recovery from the crash, though, and 
came around the barrels in seventh place. He was moving up, but 
of th e G N CC at the moment the lead was held by Suzuki teamster Steve Hatch, 
Above: Mike Lafferty was pumped up for the win, but fate only 
allowed him a seventh overall finish. 


tr 
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with Edmondson right behind him. 
Another Suzuki runaway building up? It 
could have been, except for a shark that 
was two seconds again behind 
Edmondson. Watts was back there, in his 
favorite position, watching and waiting. 
Kawasaki teammates Fred Andrews and 
Jim Jarrett were right behind him, but 
Jarrett was heading for an early retirement 
when an ailing bike put him out at the end 
of the second lap. Dengler also was head- 
ing backwards, after coming around 
eighth at the end of the first lap. A struggle 
with unrelenting arm pump kept him out of 


Summers, who had come around 10th 
after the first lap, was moving up a couple 
places at a time, but Team Suzuki seemed 
to still be in control. Edmondson led the 
second lap home, and then on the third 
lap the baton was passed to Smith. 
Rodney is always comfortable out front, 
and at the halfway point of this six-lap race 
he had a 17-second lead on Watts, but 
having to pit on the fourth lap drained all 
that away. Watts got out first on lap num- 
ber four and led at apparently the same 
pace for a time, until the confrontation. 
According to Watts, Smith caught and 


the points. passed him during the fifth lap, which did 
nothing to improve the Aussie’s mood, so 
he kicked it up a notch and passed Smith 
back, making it stick on the first try. 


The 125 pilot marched off once again, 


Shane Watts once again controlled the 
race at Paradise Park, and took the overall 
with little trouble. 


Paradise Park GNCC Class Results 











200A Open A 4 Kaw — Sam Nelson 01:58:29 
1 Yam John Bennett 03:04:54 d Hus Michael Grizzle 03:07:16 5 Kaw Shaun Dailey 01:59:28 
2 Kaw Kyle McAfee 03:06:48 2 KTM _ Jeff Vealey 02:41:41 250/Open C 

3 Kaw Curt Wilcox 03:07:55 3 Kaw Mark Adkins 02:41:56 { Hon Shawn Downing 04:54:47 
4 G-G Benny Leonard 03:08:55 4 KTM Adam Fennel 02:42:01 2 KTM. Heath Henderson 01:55:49 
5 Kaw Joey Ambrosini 03:10:20 5 KTM Dave Gunn 02:43:58 3 KTM Len Kapton 01:55:54 
200 B Open B 4 Hon — Tim Myers 01:56:29 
q Yam Jerod Deah| 02:45:20 1 KTM Ryan Barrett 02:43:47 5 Kaw Toby Boyd 01:56:37 
2 Kaw — Justin Maxwell 02:47:18 2 KTM John Rentschler 02:44:15 Four-Stroke C 

8 Kaw Joshua Knapp 02:49:05 3 KTM Blair Jackson 02:45:15 { Yam Todd Ritch 02:01:31 
4 KTM David Keith 02:49:56 4 Hon Billy Chapman 02:48:57 2 Yam David Davis 02:04:31 
5 KTM Casey Griswold 02:53:10 ts) KTM Dean Grewe 02:52:29 3 Yam Michael Read 02:08:32 
250 A Pro 4 Yam Noel S Cook 02:08:38 
i Kaw — Jason Raines 02:58:33 al KTM Shane Watts 02:44:39 5 Hon George Yount 02:08:59 
2 Kaw Steve McSwain 03:01:04 2 Suz Rodney Smith 02:45:14 O/A 

3 Kaw Tommy Veator 03:01:31 3 Suz Paul Edmondson 02:45:38 4 KTM Robert Neeley 01:45:01 
4 Kaw Gary Hendricks 03:03:02 4 Hon Scott Summers 02:46:34 2 KTM Alan Randt 01:45:07 
5 Kaw Stephen Edmondson 03:03:53 5 Suz Steve Hatch 02:47:01 3 Yam Wayne Beatty 01:47:40 
250 B Senior (+40) A 4 Yam Terry Mealer 01:50:00 
q Yam Brad Hamrick 03:16:51 1 Yam — Tim Shephard 03:13:29 5 Hon Shawn Downing 01:54:47 
2 Yam Marty Aloisio 02:40:40 2 Yam Terry Hughes 02:42:23 Senior (+40) C 

3 Yam Ryan Wuebbeling 02:48:20 3 Yam Randy Mastin 02:42:45 4 KTM. John Noblin 02:03:50 
4 Kam Bill Farmer 02:43:32 4 KTM Mark Smith 02:44:38 2 Yam Steve Futo 02:07:50 
5 Suz Timmy Luckadoo 02:43:44 5 KTM Manley Bradshaw 02:45:43 3 Hon Dennie Roberts 02:08:10 
Four-Stroke A Senior (+40) B 4 Kaw Marty Thacker 02:13:26 
1 Kaw Lary Roeseler 03:06:38 1 G-G Jimmy Pratt 02:46:07 5 KTM Herb Coleman 02:14:14 
2 Kaw Harvey Whitaker 03:10:54 2 KTM Leo Schwab 02:48:42 Sportsman 

S Yam Clint Robinson 02:45:33 3 Kaw Rober Hudnall 02:53:32 4 KTM Alan Randt 01:45:07 
4 Hon Kevin Boyle 02:46:02 4 Hon Andrew Wells 02:53:42 2 Kaw Bob Pannell 01:57:21 
5 Yam Bryan Desimone 02:49:32 5 Suz Michael Schwartz 02:53:48 3 Suz Tim Tolleson 02:02:45 
Four-Stroke B 4 Kaw Greg Quador 02:08:13 
4 Hon Mike Decherd 02:48:18 Vet (+30) A 5 KTM — Stephen Kuczko 01:22:06 
2 Kaw Philip Hughes 02:52:51 1 Suz — Vance Earl 03:01:35 Super Senior 

3 Hon Jeff Corra 02:54:34 2 Hon — Rodney Judson 03:02:05 1 KTM Robert Neeley 01:45:01 
4 Hon Aaron Snyder 02:58:18 3 Kaw Gene Onail 03:02:08 2 Yam Wayne Beatty 01:47:40 
5 Suz Jim Walsh 03:06:06 4 KTM Dennis Decker 03:04:10 3 amn enaA 01:50:00 
0/A 5 GG Jan Hrehor 03:06:00 4 Yam Frank Erbe 01:54:48 
1 KTM Shane Watts 02:44:39 Vet (+30) B 5 Yam Harry Greenlee 01:55:26 
2 Suz Rodney Smith 02:45:14 1 Hon Lionel Asselin 02:49:16 Vet (+30) C 

3 Suz Paul Edmondson 02:45:38 2 Hon Tom Carpenter 02:50:16 { Hon Richard Maley 02:01:14 
4 Hon Scott Summers 02:46:34 3 Hon Russell Bain 02:50:38 2 Yam David Holbrook 02:02:39 
5 Suz Steve Hatch 02:47:01 4 Suz Randy Hale 02:53:14 a Suz Mike Nichols 02:03:27 
6 Kaw Fred Andrews 02:49:06 5 KIM Todd Temple 02:54:05 4 Hon Mel Smith 02:03:56 
/ KIM Michael Lafferty 02:50:39 125/200 € 5 Kaw Brad Burton 02:04:49 
8 Yam Randy Hawkins 02:51:12 1 Kaw Brandon Coffey 01:56:45 

a ee Duane Conner Pa 2 Yam Thomas Grogg 01:57:13 Results-courtesy of and copyright ©1999 Tom 

am Scott McLaughlin 02:55:21 3 Suz Tom Meyers Jr 01:57:28 Mershimer Consulting Services 
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Fred Andrews was back on top after his 
Okeechobee crash, but sixth overall was 
all he could muster in Georgia. 


just as he did in Florida, and came 
around at the end of the fifth lap 29 sec- 
onds in front of second-place Smith. The 
sixth lap was just more of the same, as 
Watts held his lead and finished up the 
victor with a 35-second cushion over 
Smith. Edmondson took the last podium 
spot, while Hatch, Andrews, Lafferty, 
Randy Hawkins, Duane Conner (Suz) 
and Scott McLaughlin (Yam) finished up 
the top 10. 

One more amusing anecdote: 
Lafferty’s KTM manager and mechanic 
Alan Randt told the story that he was 
standing around the corner of the pro 
pits, watching the last lap action with 
some of the Kawasaki team people, the 
Yamaha people, Watts’ mechanic Steve 
Kuczko and whoever else was standing 
around. Jeff Russell, head course archi- 
tect for Racer Productions, was also 
standing there watching, covered with 
three-day beard, arrow bags, staplers 
and course stakes in his belt—the pic- 
ture of trail boss grunge. You have to see 
him: There’s no one less pretentious and 
down-home than Jeff. So they’re stand- 
ing there watching Watts come around 
like he’s running from a pack of demons, 
racing for the checkered flag all alone. 
He blazes past, leaving a void where 
anyone might have been racing with 
him, and Russell just moseys off, saying 
“I bet you guys wish you hadn't pissed 
him off, now.” 

Super Senior rider Robert Neeley won 
the overall in the two-hour “C” and spe- 
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NETRA’s Pat Timothy slithers down a hill 
on the technical Georgia course. 









How not to start a race. A Paradise Park 
competitor loses it in the first turn. 








Above: Steve Hatch started well at 
Paradise Park, but slipped out of the lead 
group and couldn’t get back. Below: The 
first two rounds saw Scott Plessinger’s 
debut on a Suzuki ride, but his wrist 
injury is still healing, and in both races he 
complained of not being able to hold on. 
He’ll be back strong, soon enough. 








The Face Race 


Scott Summers Fred Andr 

















points. Enduro during speed week. 











317 Pro, Expert and Amateur riders line up for the start of Round Two. The GNCC is 
set for its most successful year yet. 





PHOTOS BY PAUL CLIPPER 


- i i Typical of most of the New Englanders—in habits but 
KTM’s Josh McLevy suffered heat prob- not physiognomy—NETRA Women’s class champ 
lems at Georgia and finished out of the Heidi Landon rode both GNCCs and the Alligator 


ews 





cialty class race earlier in the day. He 
diced back and forth with Al Randt, who 
won the Sportsmen class. Our favorite 


female enduro rider, Heidi 


Landon, once 


again raced the C 200 class, finishing 


24th out of 49 entries, 1 
total of 236 riders 


19th out of a 


n that race. 





Combined with the 317 riders finishing 
the Pro/Amateur/Expert race, that gave 
Racer Productions another 553 motor- 


cycle entrants for the day. 
booming! 


The GNCC is 


Will the competing teams rally against 
the challenge thrown by Team KTM? Will 
Shane Watts stay angry? Will Trail Rider 
find the gas money to get down to the 


next round in South Caro 


lina? Answers 


to these questions and many more will 
h’s issue. W 


be answered in next mont 
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Enduro Racing 












The 
Alligator 
Enduro 

is the 
Biggest 
Little 
Enduro in 
the Country 


ator 
nting 











| Semi-Tropical 


0) nce a year, enduro riders have the 
chance to participate in a very unusual 
competition. Its a local enduro that looks 
very much like a national. It's part down- 
home casualness and part full-on media 
event. It has more entrants and much more 
media attention than just about any other 
enduro in the country, and you have to pre- 
enter or you'll never get a spot on the start- 
ing line. It is also the only enduro all year, to 
our knowledge, that happens on a Thursday. 
It's the Daytona Dirt Riders’ annual Alligator 
Enduro, and you'll just never understand it if 
you haven't been there. 

You see, the DDR puts on a short dura- 
tion, fairly easy ride that in anybody’s book 
would be just another local enduro. Nothing 
wrong with that. What happens in Daytona, 
though, is a case of dirt-starved media. Any 
way you look at it, road bikers outnumber 
dirt bikers by about 30 to one during Bike 
Week, maybe even a greater ratio than that. 
There are also times when it seems like 
media people outnumber Bike Week atten- 
dees, and they’re all saddled with the same 
job—show Daytona as the melding of 
everything motorcycle. We got the bikers, 
we got the leather, we got the road racers, 





\ 


Mike Lafferty 
charged right out of 
the gate and took his 
second Alligator 
Enduro overall win. 


PHOTOS BY PAUL CLIPPER 


we got the dirt trackers, we got the motorcycle demolition 
derby at the New Smyrna Speedway, and yes, we have dirt 
bikers. The trouble is, the dirt bikers are spread kind of thin in 
this crowd. We've got a GNCC in Okeechobee (formerly in 
Ocala) early in the week. That’s good, but it’s way south of 
Daytona proper. After that we’ve got more leather and profiling, 
and standing out as the only real off-road event in town is the 
Alligator on Thursday. In recent years the DDR has seen the 
gap and tried to fill it with the Wednesday Alligator Dual Sport, 
which is fairly popular, but the Alligator Enduro is what has 
turned into the Big Dirt Event during Speed Week. 

If all you ever do is watch cable television and read Cycle 
News, you probably have a completely different idea of what 
the Alligator is. It sounds like it ought to be a carnival, with 
every big name in enduro riding on hand. In reality the DDR is 
avery low key club, doing their enduro thing just like your club. 
For us media people, it’s way different. We're being shuttled 
around on a truck containing two video cameramen and a pro- 
ducer, six or more still photographers from various publica- 
tions, and the star of a TV/Internet show (the newly head- 
shaved Jerry Bernardo). Most national enduros don’t get this 





kind of coverage, but here we were, lined up shoulder to shoul- 

der trying to get the definitive shot of the right guy coming 

through the palmettos. It was an odd group, but we had a fun 
time, and that’s all that matters. 

Mike Lafferty also had a fun time, taking the overall win for 
the second year in a row with a fair amount of ease. The com- 
petition was formidable, with Team Yamaha’s Randy Hawkins 
signing up to do battle. Also on hand was a large contingent of 

SETRA riders 

A a in their home 

Timekeeping ern 

including fast 

guys Franklin 

Ramey Ill (G-G), 

Jason Chancey (KTM) and Tommy Veator (Kaw). Mike’s broth- 

er Richard Lafferty (KTM) was also on hand to cause him trou- 

ble, along with a few van loads of ECEA riders down enjoying 

the warm weather. Also entered was Dick Burleson (KTM) and 

his son Jon-Erik, and we've learned from the past that it never 

pays to count DB out of a local enduro. He may be in the Super 
Senior class in some associations, but he still hauls buns. 

Lafferty wound up trading scores back and forth with Ramey 
and Hawkins for the first half of the run. The first section was 
the most critical, as thick underbrush and race nerves com- 
bined to have most of the riders off the course for a very short 
time. Lafferty reported losing the arrows for a few seconds, and 
the top three group came out with three points each. A second 
tier of riders, Rich Lafferty, Veator, Chancey and GNCC Open 
A champion Mike Grizzle (Hus) just missed the flip and came in 
with four points. 

The main contest of the event came after the gas stop, in the 
longest section of the day. Sixteen miles of sand trails, palmet- 
tos and pine trees gave them all a chance to stretch out and 
shave some points, but bad luck was a prime force in this sec- 
tion. Hawkins was the first to go with a broken clutch plate. “l 
was almost to the check out and my bike stopped. I’m so 
familiar with these four-strokes now (Yamaha WR400) that | 
knew right away what the trouble was. It was a shame too, 
because | haven't had any clutch trouble all year with this bike.” 

With Hawkins out, all Lafferty had to be concerned with was his 

own good score and Franklin Ramey. But Ramey had his luck run 
sour when he blasted off the course and kept going, just about 
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Husaberg’s Mike Grizzle kept his 501 wicked up and hammered 


in for a third overall. 
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The Daytona Dirt Rider’s sell out their 500 entries every year. 


















Mike Lafferty (R) shares some pre-race 
timekeeping tips with Matto Cycle’s Bill 
Atkinson. 


doing the first half of the section twice. By 
the time he found his way out his score 
was nearly double that of Lafferty’s, and at 
that point he quit in disgust. 

Chancey was another rider Lafferty 
was concerned about. “I’d heard that 
Jason Chancey was fast, so | knew | had 
to watch out for him. He was on the 
minute in front of me in the last section, 
so | just put my head down and ham- 
mered, thinking ‘I gotta catch him!’” said 
Lafferty. “I finally did, and he was going 
good, a real strong rider. | got in front of 














Franklin Ramey kicks up a ton of sand. $ : 
He had a good ride going but got lost in We saw plenty of vintage bikes, including him and he stayed right on me.” 
a section, ruining his chances for a win. this beautiful old Penton 250. When the dust settled in the palmetto- 
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The Face Race: 


Seen Around the Pits at the Alligator 











Jeff Fredette was in town for the GNCCs, and also spun some 
wheels at the Alligator. Jeff must be the world’s most faithful 
KDX rider. 


ALLIGATOR 

ENDURO: 
1. Mike Lafferty (KTM) 
Jason Chancey (KTM) 
Mike Grizzle (Hus) 
Tommy Veator (Kaw) 
Rich Lafferty (KTM) 
Dick Burleson (KTM) 
Robert Neeley (KTM) 


oon ey Shenandoah Honda’s Mark 
Scott Miller (Kaw) Spence had a great ride 


Alan Randt (KTM) going, but running out of gas 
cost him too many points. 
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vid Tr 
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spiky woods, Lafferty came out with a total of 14 points lost, 
four points better than Chancey’s 18. Grizzle finished third 
overall with a 20 despite having his face opened up by a Jan Hrehor 
branch, and he tied points with Tommy Veator. Rich Lafferty 
came home fifth overall. 

Lots of our friends were down there for the festivities —they 
have a limit of 500 entries and the club easily fills that quota. We 
saw them all ride, but unfortunately we didn’t receive the official 
results from the club in time to get this story out, so we have lit- 
tle idea how they all did. One thing's for sure, they all had a fair- 
ly easy day, they appeared to be smiling, and most were sun- 
burnt from the 80-degree temperatures. And if that’s the least j 
you can brag about for the first week in March on the East a w 
Coast, well, it's reason enough to head right back out Alligator Mo 
hunting next year! i 
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Photos by Jungle Dave & Paul Clipper 


Green Bank, New Jersey 3/14/99 
ight-time ECEA enduro champ Jack 
Lafferty, Jr. finally got the monkey off 

his back, earning his first ECEA overall 

victory in three long years. In his first 
contest aboard a new Bromley Suzuki- 
sponsored RM250, Slacker Jack took 
the series opener in a squeaker, posting 

a 2/14 card to beat rivals Kevin Bennett 

(XR250) and Bill Atkinson (KTM 250) by 

10 and 21 seconds, respectively. All 

three were locked in a tight battle all day 

long, each finishing two points down. 

However, the Bromley Suzuki/Cycra 

/EnduroEngineering/Motion — Pro/IMS/- 

Arai/Scott Goggles/MSR/ Boysen/Silko- 

lene/WER/Steahly/Tsubaki and Action 

Cycle-sponsored Lafferty managed his 

clock the best to collect the Sandy Lane 

Wagon Wheel trophy once again (his first 

was in 1982). 

Perhaps buoyed by his success, the 
normally spartan Jack Jr. was surprising- 
ly glib afterward. Lauding the perfor- 
mance of his Bromley RM250, Jack said, 
“The RM makes good power and | only 
stalled once all day. It doesn’t tire me out 
like the four-stroke did last year. | was 
more than ready to keep hammering 
even at the end of the day.” Regarding 
the course, Lafferty commented, “l 
thought that the speed averages could 
have been a little higher to take more 
points. The burnt section was awesome 
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Lane 


Enduro 


ECEA’s Top Veteran Rider 
Finally Breaks the Dry Spell 


By Mark Uth 


though—! was hard on the gas the 
whole way through it, and just barely 
managed a zero.” 

The day’s weather was overcast and 
brisk, with daytime high temperatures 
that hovered around the 40 degree 
mark. Threatening storms, both the 
frozen and unfrozen variety, held off until 
the afternoon and most riders managed 
to stay dry in spite of a light rain that 
began to fall late in the day. The day’s 
course included seven timed sections in 
which riders had the potential to drop 
points. Each section was sandwiched by 
checks, several of the check-outs being 
emergency checks. It was in these sec- 
tions that the race was decided. 

Terrain-wise, trail used for the course 
was chock-full of whoops and holes, 
much of it used for other events in the 
recent past. The morning's second 
points-taker was perhaps the club’s 
showcase section of the day, a piece that 
included considerable fresh, smooth trail. 
However, the state Forest Fire Service 
decided to do a controlled burn though 
those woods the day before the event, 
reducing near all underbrush and low 
ground cover to ashes while leaving 
numerous smoking stumps and logs in its 
wake. This played havoc for the club, as 
there was no longer any impediment to 
riders cutting corners or just blazing in a 
beeline straight through the woods. Earlier 





rows could be seen hundreds of yards 
ahead through the blackened landscape, 
resulting in rampant course cutting. This 
unfortunately proved to be a recurring 
problem in several of the day’s sections. 
Regarding the romp through the charred 
and smoking section, one rider comment- 
ed, “Now | know what it’s like to ride in 
Hell and, you know, it’s way cool.” 

The club had laid out a short run of 65- 
plus ground miles for the day, evenly split 
between morning and afternoon loops. A 
remote midday refueling stop separated 
the two and provided a 25-minute break. 
There were four fast, potential points tak- 
ing sections run in the morning loop, each 
sandwiched by secret check-ins and 
check-outs. Top riders zeroed three of 
four, minimizing e-points loss at the single 
emergency check-out. In the fourth, the 
last section before gas, racers competing 
for the overall were clipped for a point. 

In many places, the club used fresh, 
alternative trail that paralleled, and/or 
criss-crossed older whooped-out trail 
sections. The multiple-line trail that this 
created was hard to follow at times in 
more sparsely arrowed sections. 
Occasionally, riders were forced to slow 
up in order to re-find arrows marking the 
proper trail. In the sections that were 
zeroable by top riders, extreme diligence 
in updating odo mileage was required. 
Although posted course mileage was 


Sandy Lane saw Charlie Stapleford’s return to the line 
after taking a couple seasons off with injuries. He fin- 
ished second in the Master’s class. 
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AA 

1. Jack Lafferty Jr 
2 Kevin Bennett 
3 Bill Atkinson 

4 Michael Moore 
5 Frank Vanaman 


A125 

Michael Sigety 
Greg Davies 
Kerry Clark 

M. Dean Spencer 
Daniel Stoppi Jr 
A200 

1 Ed Hamilton 

2 Robert Mohn 

3 Todd Quinn 

4 Eric J Corbin 

5 Paul Bitting 


A250 
Marc Grossman 
Dan Sharpless’ 
Michael Bradway 
Mark Hummel 
Brian Russell 
Open 
Al Switer 
Dave Groemm 
Tom Folkl 
Kevin Kuezner 
Ken Long 


Four-Stroke 
Jeffrey Botsford 
Lewis J Smith 
Troy Coopersmith 
Mark Perry 
Darren Russell 
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Kaw 
Kaw 
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Hus 
Hon 
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Sandy Lane Enduro Class Resul 


A Veteran 

1 Mark Marszalek 
2 John Walter 

8. Michael Dolecer 
4 Richard Moyer 
5 Jeff Makela 


A Senior 

1. Terry Tucker 

2 Mark Uth 

8 Clifford Tenney 

4 Wayne Fontanazza 
5 Stewart Crouch Jr 
A Super Senior 

1 Scott Wolfersberger 
Jack Lafferty Sr 
Richard Tompkins 
George Clickner 
Rocco Spano 
B125 

1. Jeff Johns 

2 Edward Loper 

3. Jim Rink 

4 Steve Brown 

5 Frank Lupperger 
B200 

1 Sean Tompkins 
2 George Potts 
3 Brian Corden 
4 
5 


AUN 


Nic Sotiropoulos 
Mack Delong 
B250 
1 Phil Cassot 
2 Dennis Lynch 
3 John Hummel 
4 Michael Berenbak” 
5 Jim Shainline 
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consistently accurate, riders were often 
challenged by discrepancies with posted 
turn mileage near the ends of various 
sections. Many who failed to correct their 
odometers were burned at subsequent 
check-outs. 

The p.m. loop began with two lengthy 
sections run through the pine forests of 
the West Plains. Amazingly, the top three 
contenders managed to zero each of 
these classic Jersey pinelands sections 
run at 18 mph. The day’s final test began 
with a start control some 3.5 miles from 
the known control. Almost solely a result 
of the section’s heady 30 mph speed 
average, there was universal points loss 
at the known, top contenders scooting in 
a single point down. 

With that, Jack Lafferty, Jr. topped the 
field of 350 riders, finishing with a 2:14 
score to earn the long overdue victory. 
Jack Jr. explained afterward, “I’m plan- 
ning on racing the entire (ECEA) enduro 
series, filling in open weekends with as 
many (ECEA) hare scrambles as possible. 
| want to try to build on this good start and 
keep things going throughout the sea- 
son.” Sounds like a tough plan to beat. 


B Open C250 : 
1 Tim Gallagher 17 KTM 1 Matt Hanes 19. Hon 
2 Terry Yiengst 18 KIM 2 Jason Spayde 80 KTM 
3 Eric Aaroe 18 KTM 3. Ronnell Lockley BOW Suz 
4 Dale Sweigart 19 Unk 4 Jarrod Johns 31 Unk 
5 Trevor Davies 24 KIM 5 Scott Koeller 92) SUZ 
B Four-Stroke C Open 
1 James Bowen 15 Hon 1 Layne Rochkine 30 Unk 
2 Joseph Dickinson Ne OUIZ, 2 John Jackson 39/1125 KTM 
3 Scott Tellone 17 Hon 3 Michael Blair 41/1366 Hon 
4 Chris Schultz 19 Hon 4 Glenn Plokhoy 49/1420 Unk 
5 Stephen Seip 20 Hon 5 Robert Pyatak 54/1530 KTM 
B Veteran C Four-Stroke 
1 Jim Aiello 12 KTM 1 Jeff Booth 29 Kaw 
2 Dan Polak 13. KTM 2 Mj Gagliardi 30. Hon 
3 Marco Dottavio 15 Hon 3 Eric Honengergel 31 Yam 
4 Michael Muckelston 21 Kaw 4 Mark Tegeder 32. Suz 
5 Jim Helyer 21. Suz 5 Darren Goff 87/1091 Yam 
B Senior _ C Veteran ; 
1 David Van Pelt 19 Kaw | 1 John Trendler 22 Kaw 
2 Gary Cramer Sr 20 Hon | 2 Dave Mills 23. KTM 
3 Michael Pratola 24 KTM | 3. Timothy Griffith 26 KIM 
4 Daniel Compton 25 KTM 4 Ernie Buel 36/1099 Kaw 
5 James Devlin 26 Yam 5 Joseph Kelly 37/1160 Hon 
B Super Senior Women’s 
1 Craig Burfield 46 Yam 1 Kathi Cambell 31 Kaw 
2 Karl Kagos 34/1225 Hon | 2 June Van Driel 59/2002 KTM 
3 Bob Hammond 57/1918 Hon | 3 Merle Compton 80/2437 Kaw 
4 Tim Stibitz 68/2077 Kaw 4 Jennifer Eyrich 84/2687 KTM 
5 Roy Howard 73/2191. Suz | 5 Angela Barr 184/4728 G-G 
c200 Masters 
1 Kevin Hess 22 Unk 1 Farrell Lord 19 Kaw 
2 John Dobrosky 27 Yam | 2 Charles Stapleford40/1375 Kaw 
3 Anthony Leone 29 Suz 3 Robert Hoover 57/1629 Hon 
4 Lantz Cook 31 KTM 4 Dan Van Driel 75/1028 KTM 
5 William Bartieson 32 Suz | 5 Wolfgang Kruse 77/2905 Hon 

Dual Sport 

1 Jim Belsky 60/1951 Suz 
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Fairway Honda/WER/SRC and Maurtco 
Power Coat sponsored Kevin Bennett 
(“KB”) did keep him honest, finishing 
second overall and first AA, a mere 10 
seconds off the pace at 2:24. Matto 
Cycle rider Bill Atkinson tallied the only 
other two point score (2:35) filling out the 
podium on the day. Mike Moore took 
fourth overall honors, riding his YZ250 to 
a 4:40 finish. 

A KX250-mounted Marc Grossman 
lead a trio of five-point scores that filled 
the fifth, sixth and seventh overall posi- 
tions. Grossman’s 105 emergency 
points were tops among the three, best- 
ing Frank Vanaman’s 140 (KTM) and 
Bob Bennett's 153 (Honda), to earn him 
High Point A honors. 

Three riders knotted at seven points 
down were runners-up to the High Point 
A. Terry Tucker, Mark Marszalek and Al 
Switzer rounded out the top ten overall, 
filling the eighth, ninth and tenth seeds, 
respectively. Each took home a first 
place trophy in his individual class (A 
Senior for Tucker, A Veteran for 
Marszalek and A Open for Switzer). 

KTM 200 pilot Sean Tompkins over- 

















Kevin Bennett, another one of the South 
Jersey ex-champs, dogged Lafferty all 
day for second overall. 


came a burn at the day’s first check to 
earn the High Point B victory, finishing 
with a respectable 11 point card. HPB 


Bob Bennett traded in his XR400 for an 
XR600 and enjoyed the horsepower boost 
enough for a fifth place in the AA class. 
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suspemsiomypse rw i 


CONGRATULATES PAT TIMOTHY 
1998 NETRA Harescrambles Grand Champion 


- Our 1998 harescrambles team took six of the 
N top ten overall finishes. 
3a) ft) - Nine of the top ten finishers will be riding for us 
we SH in 1999, including Josh McLevy who will 
A contend the GNCC nationals and select 

i NETRA events. 
1998 Enduro Finishes 
Jason Cayer, 1st AA, 2nd overall 
Keith Goodell, 2nd, Super Senior 
Bob White, 3rd AA, 4th overall. 
>=) 1998 Hare Scramble Finishes 
f upd: Pat Timothy, 1st AA, and Grand Champion. 

Se Tom Norton, 2nd AA, 2nd overall 

oh Ken Valentine, 3rd AA, 3rd overall 


Ken Law, 6th AA, 7th overall 
Chris Panzella, 1st open, 9th overall 
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J ERFORMANCE 


à USPENSION 
» COMPONENTS 


EVALVES 
EBUILDS 


Ride hard. 





12 Davidson Road, Colchester, CT 06415 


800-867-6721 DJ Lis, 1st 250cc, 10th overall 
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Mike Dolecek slips through the pine 
trees. He finished third in the A Veteran 
class. 


bridesmaids at 12 down were Phil 
Cassot (YZ250) and Veteran class rider 
Jim Aiello (KTM). Matt Hanes piloted his 
CR250 to the High Point C prize, drop- 
ping 19 on the day for a three-point mar- 
gin of victory. Kevin Hess and John 
Trendler’s 22 scores were next best in 
the novice class. Kathi Cambell had an 
easy victory within a bloated Women’s 
class, where five of six entrants complet- 
ed the course. Masters class competitor 
Farrell Lord had an amazing day in the 
saddle, winning the class handily with a 
19 point card, a score that would have 
been competitive in most B classes. 

An interesting fact, the Sandy Lane 
Wagon Wheel overall trophy gets passed 
to the event winner from year to year, an 
engraved nameplate being added to its 
base to mark each champion. The origi- 
nal trophy, which was presented to Jack 
for his 1999 win, is adorned with name- 
plates that date back to the 
1940s—including his very own from 
1982! However, Jack won't be seeing 
another nameplate being added to mark 
this year’s win, as there’s no space left 
for new nameplates. Instead, his 1999 
namesake will be the first on a new 
Wagon Wheel trophy that could perhaps 
span the next five decades. W 









Jack Lafferty Jr. 
broke a dry spell of 
three years with the 
overall win at the Sandy 
Lane ECEA season opener. 














From the company who brought you the 
finest steering stabilizer in the world... 


CNC machined 6160 Billet Aircraft Aluminum for increased strength, clamping surface and reduction of fork flex. 


Comes complete with the SCOTTS Stabilizer Barclamp and reversible lower perches allowing variable bar positions. 
Special “Titanium” color anodizing to match the Scotts Steering Stabilizer Handlebar Clamp. 
Available for Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, KTM, Gas Gas and Husqvarna. 


Also sold as a complete kit which includes the SCOTTS Crown, a SCOTTS Steering Stabilizer, ProTaper handlebars, 
handlebar clamp and frame bracket, for only $599.00! (This option saves you $140.00 over the individual prices!) 


Order Online at our website: o 
http:/www.scottsperformance.com œ 


248-6747 


2625 Honolulu Ave. 
Montrose, CA 91020 





NETRA’s Top 10 





: By Cheri Alix 
: T he first race of the NETRA Hare Scrambles series was held in February. It was 
: fairly close to my house and | had to get out after being cooped up for a week 
; with a very sick husband and son. So when Tim Ding called and asked if | would 
: like to drive down with him, | quickly accepted. This was one of the first races I've 
: attended with my husband Tom not racing—| didn’t have to gas anyone, give them 
; goggles or water. | don’t even think anyone roosted me. It was kind of nice. | just 
° got to hang out in the pits, keep score and keep track of the riders. But, who exact- 
- ly were the riders? 
This year’s promotions brought a whole new group of faces to the front row. After 
; following the top riders for over 10 years, even | was at a loss. | heard myself say- 
: ing, “Who was that guy on the Honda?” “Is that an AA rider or is he a lapper?” 
: “Who's number 12?” 
At one point, | spent half a lap going through the pits asking if anyone knew who 
? ; the rider out in front was. | finally found out it was Dennis Decker, but where did he 





* come from and how did he get so fast? 





It became apparent that no one else had a clue. So | called Trail Rider's editor, 
Paul Clipper, and asked what he thought of running a piece on the top riders of 


An U p-Close Look : NETRA. “Go for it,” was his reply. So here it is, a little something on all those guys 


you're chasing around or being lapped by. Some of them have even sent in some 


7 > 
at New England S : of their training tips. Training tips for what | don’t know; definitely not what you’d 


expect from the top riders in New England. 


Fa ste st H a re ; So what exactly makes these guys so fast? Is it the bike, the suspension, or their 


skill as riders? At least now you might be able to recognize them in the woods. Go 


Scra m b | c rS : check out their bikes and talk to them, they’re actually a nice bunch of guys. 


#3 PATRICK TIMOTHY 


AGE: 27 
CITY/STATE: MIDDLETOWN, CT 
BIKE: KTM 300MXC 

















ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

e 1998 Overall Grand Champion NETRA Hare Scrambles 
e 1997 3rd Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles 

e 1996 6th Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles 

e 1995 ist Expert 250 Class NETRA Hare Scrambles 
















SLi ~ 1999 EXPECTATIONS: “Defend NETRA Hare Scrambles title and 
Be race several rounds of the GNCC series.” 


TRAINING: Diet: pizza, doughnuts, cheeseburgers, brown- 

ies and anything fried. 

Physical: “Go to work, watch Josh McLevy ride and go to 
the gym.” 


SPONSORS: RER Motor City, KTM, C-Cycle, MSR, 

FMF, Clarkie’s, WER, Dunlopad, SunStar, Regina 

Chains, ProClean 1000, Moto Tassinari, Spectro, 
Scott, Pirelli, Arai, Maximum Fitness 





á 















#2 











KEN VALENTINE 


AGE: 39 
CITY/STATE: SANDY HOOK, CT 
BIKE: KTM 300MXC 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

e 1998 3rd Overall NETRA Hare 
Scrambles Series 

e 1997 1st Place Open Expert 
Class 

e 4th Place Overall NETRA Hare 
Scrambles Series 

e 1995, 1994 1st Place Open 
Expert Class 

e 1976-1980 Motocrosser with #1 
plate in Eastern Regional Open 
Class 


1999 EXPECTATIONS: “To 
remain AA and have a blast riding 
in as many cool places as | can 
get away with.” 


SPONSORS: RER Motor City, 
KTM-USA, C-Cycle, Moose 
Offroad, Spectro, Arai, Pro-Taper, 
Regina, Bullet Proof, Twin Air, 
WER, DP Brakes, Moto Tassinari, 
Pro-Clean, SunStar, FMF 


THOMAS NORTON 


AGE: 36 
CITY/STATE: NORFOLK, MA 
BIKE: Yamaha YZ125 





ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

e 1998 2nd Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles Series 

e 1996, 1995, 1992, 1991, 1990 Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles Champion 
e 1990 Overall Champion Blackwater 100 


1999 EXPECTATIONS: “Have fun and win the Vermont National.” 


TRAINING: Roofing, framing, running and occasionally mountain biking. 





SPONSORS: Kevin's Cycle, C-Cycle, Valley Motorsports, Tech Tubes, IMS, 
ARTCO 


A 








LUKE McNEIL 


AGE: 22 
CITY/STATE: MEDWAY, MA 
BIKE: Yamaha YZ250 


# 





D 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

e 1998 4th Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles Series 

e {st Place Expert 125 National Hare Scrambles Series 
e 1997 7th Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles Series 

e 1996 14th Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles Series 





1999 EXPECTATIONS: “To compete in both the Nationals and GNCC 
events. | hope to finish in the top 10 in the GNCCs and also qualify for 
the ISDE.” 


TRAINING: Jogging, weight-lifting, landscaping. 





SPONSORS: Yamaha, Yamaha of Putnam, Thor, Acerbis, Bullet Proof, 
C-Cycle, Dunlop, Torco, Clarkie’s, Smith, BRAKING, Tech Tubes, Works 
eee Pro Circuit, HRP, WD-40, Innovation Training Systems 


JESSE 
t5 BERTHIAUME 
AGE: 17 


CITY/STATE: MENDON, MA 
BIKE: Yamaha YZ250 











ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 


e 1998 1st Place Expert 200 Class NETRA Hare Scrambles 
e 1998, 1997 Overall Champion Junior Enduro Series 


1999 EXPECTATIONS: “Have fun, go for a win and take Pat's #1 plate.” 
TRAINING: “Ride as much as possible and climb trees.” 


SPONSORS: Yamaha, Yamaha of Putnam, C-Cycle, Bullet Proof, Torco, 
Thor, Acerbis, Dunlop, WD-40, IMS 












AGE: 18 





#6 BRIAN LAWSON 


CITY/STATE: ADAMS, MA 
BIKE: Yamaha YZ250 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

e 1998 5th Place Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles 
e 1997 2nd Place Expert 200 Class 

e 13th Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles 

e 1996 Junior Class Champion NETRA Hare Scrambles 





KEN LAW 


AGE: 35 
CITY/STATE: CHEPACHET, RI 
BIKE: Yamaha YZ125 & 400 


#7 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

e Head Hoot Owl. Spends a lot of 
time and effort finding, securing and 
setting up new locations for NETRA 
Hare Scrambles. 

e 1998 7th Overall NETRA Hare 
Scrambles Series 


#@ JOSH McLEVY 
AGE: 22 
CITY/STATE: FAIRFIELD, CT 
BIKE: KTM 250MXC 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 


e 1998 Finished top 10 in four GNCC Events 
e 1997 Overall Grand Champion NETRA Hare 


Scrambles 
e 1996 2nd Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles 


e 1997 5th Overall NETRA Hare 
Scrambles Series 

e 1996 1st Place Expert 200 
NETRA Hare Scrambles 

e 1995 Sth Place Expert 200 
NETRA Hare Scrambles 

e 5th Place Expert 250 NETRA Hare 
Scrambles 


1999 EXPECTATIONS: “To concen- 
trate on finding new locations for 


1999 EXPECTATIONS: “To become the 1999 NETRA Champion and race cho- 
sen National Hare Scrambles and GNCC races.” 


TRAINING: 45-minute cardiovascular workout, along with running. 
, SPONSORS: Ronnie's Cycle, Torco, Factory Connection, Ayrhill Farm, 


>) Clarke's, Pro-Circuit, Fox Racing, Scott, RK Chain, AFAM Sprockets, 
» Bridgestone, BRAKING, Arai and family support 


Be 


Hoot Owl events and possibly hold- 
ing a National Event.” 


TRAINING: Logging, mountain bik- 
ing and racing. 


SPONSORS: Yamaha of Putnam, 
Thor, Torco, Dunlop, C-Cycle, Bullet 
Proof, Twin Air, Hoot Owl Farm Fire 
wood and Logging 


#O CHRIS PANZELLA 


AGE: 24 


CITY/STATE: PLANTSVILLE, CT 
BIKE: Yamaha WR400 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 


Series 


e 1998 1st Place Open Expert NETRA Hare Scrambles 


e 1997 1st year racing NETRA, promoted from Novice 
to Expert in 10 races 


e 1995 3rd Place Expert 200 Class GNCC Series 


e 9th Overall NETRA Hare Scrambles 












. motocross.” 


riding. 


e 1992 80CC NETRA Junior Enduro Champion 


1999 EXPECTATIONS: “| plan to contest the 
GNCC and National Hare Scrambles 
Championships and on the off weekends 
ride select National Enduros, ISDE 
Qualifiers, NETRA Events and local 


TRAINING: Weight lifting, mountain biking, 


SPONSORS: RER Motor City, MSR, 
IMS, Dunlop, Spectro, C-Cycle, 
FMF, Regina, Scott, EVS, 


1999 EXPECTATIONS: “My ug 
goals are to be a contender for 

the NETRA Championship 
and to ride six of the GNCCs,' 


SPONSORS: Yamaha, MSR, 
Willows Motorsports, 
IMS, BRAKING, 


Sprocket 
Specialists, 
Silkolene, 
Tsubaki 


TRAINING: Running and lifting 
weights three times per week 
and riding twice a week. 















=BEST PRICES 
=BEST SELECTION 
= BEST SERVICE 


PARTS DISCOUNTS 
TO NETRA MEMBERS 


CALL KRIS 
MOONEY IN SALES 


FAST UPS SERVICE! 


éKIM $suzuki. [LUT] Kawasaki 











DJ LIS 

AGE: 24 o MORE BIKES! ° MORE PARTS! 

CITY/STATE: MERIDEN, CT e COMPLETE SUSPENSION SERVICE! 

BIKE: Husqvarna WR250 ‘99 Models Here Now! a 
Check our Low Prices on ‘97s & ‘98s! á P a 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: A z 

e 1998 1st Place 250 Expert Prices too low to print! SPORTMOTORCYCLES 

NETRA Hare Scrambles Series VINTAGE PENTONS AND PARTS —CALL BARRY! 

e 1997 9th Place 250 Expert 


NETRA Hare Scrambles Series Our 14th Straight Year as 


NETRA Hare Scrambles Ser AMERICA'S LARGEST 
NETRA Hare Scrambles Series 
e 1995 10th Place 250 Expert 


NETRA Hare Scrambles Series Ss 3 L Li Re G KT M D E A L E R? 


1999 EXPECTATIONS: “To place at Visit us at ktmworld.com 
least seventh overall or better.” Used Parts 1/2 Price! 


Discount programs on 
parts and accessories. 


Fast UPS Service 
Everywhere! 


8820 Bright Star Road 
Douglasville, GA 30134 
Phone (770)920-1371 Fax (770)920-9198 


TRAINING: Run once per week, 
gym four to five times per week. 





SPONSORS: Husqvarna, Midtown 
Kawasaki, IMS, FMF, Steahly, RK 
Chains, Excel Rims, Bell, Pro Grip, 
C-Cycle, Maximum Fitness 











THE 
1999 : 
MOTORCYCLE If you missed it on your 
BUYER'S Apa local newsstand, you can 


ANNUAL: still order it. Here’s how. 


Specs, pix and prices for 239 bikes, four comparison tests, seven bike tests, 
features on buying your dream machine (new or used), protecting it once you get it, dressing it—and you—up, riding tech- fø 
niques and much more! 


To order direct in the U.S. and Canada, call 1-800-544-6748. Your price will be $3.95 plus $2.50 for shipping and han- 
dling (in Canada $4.95 plus $3.50). Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. For foreign orders, please call 1-201-451-9420 
or write to ISI, 30 Montgomery Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302, U.S.A. for details. Orders can also be placed by fax at 1- 7 atta stortag 

201-451-5745 or by e-mail at ISI@wwmag.com. < 2 Providing aait buy 


* Hottest ing gues Z 


St 
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The B High Point 
trophy was claimed 
by Austin Jalbert, 
here getting a little 
sideways on the ice. 
(MB) 











Rips After Rehab 


Stafford, CT 2/21/99 
U nseasonably mild weather forced the CT Ramblers to 
postpone the 1999 Snow Run from its original Valentine’s 
Day start to the following weekend. While I’m sure many girl- 
friends and wives were pleased, Moose/Razee/Torco/Cycle 
Gear/KTM-mounted Hans Neff was most happy that he had 
the extra week to prepare his wounded knee. Neff battled Pete 
Tanner on his Moose/Spectro/Razee-sponsored KTM all day to 
steal the first win of the year by a mere 25 seconds, after a long 
recovery from a season-ending injury at last years 
Cockaponset enduro. 

A heavy snow squall began to fall on the way down to the 
NETRA season opener and longest-running enduro (the first one 
was held in 1947). By the time 9 a.m. rolled around, there was 
slightly more than a dusting on the hard, frozen ground, and 
cloudy skies kept the temperatures well below the freezing mark 
for most of the morning loop. Roughly 100 riders were brave 
enough to drag their bikes out of cold storage to ride the first 
official run of the year, after 13 weeks of pent-up racing anxiety. 

The biggest question leading up to the Snow Run is 
always which tires to run. With no snow cover, it didn’t 
make any sense to ruin a perfectly good set of Trelleborg 

“Friction Spikes, so worn spikes or a fresh set of auto-stud- 
penine ded knobs were in order today. Warming 

up the bike in the frozen 
sand at the 


By Joe McLaughlin 


photos by Mike & Denise Bernier 


start area convinced me that | made the right choice with a set 
of fresh car studs. 

A trio of trail bosses—Darrell Szlachetka, Al Huot and Mike 
Kaminski—were kind enough to keep the morning road 
mileage to a minimum. The day began with a 3.5-mile road 
section that led to the check-in to the “railroad” section. The 
trails were very hard, very frozen and very slick. It didn’t take 
long to realize that a disciplined throttle hand was the key to 
staying upright today. While the trail looked like it would pro- 
vide traction, the “claw marks” left by overzealous riders skid- 
ding past the turns were enough evidence to make me back it 
down a notch or two. 

This first section consisted of a nice variety of tight and fast 
trail sections, with a few good-sized, iced-over puddles to 
keep the adrenaline flowing. Neff, Tanner, Moose/C- 
Cycle/Razee/KTM’s Jason Cayer, Factory Connection’s Rick 
Claxton, Neil Dennett and Dave Kelley set the pace, dropping 
only one point in the roughly 4-mile section. Several 2’s and 3’s 
were dropped by the rest of the A and B riders, while 5 was a 
typical C rider score. 

The next section was extremely short, at roughly one mile, 
but it was still enough to take emergency points from everyone. 
Neff sneaked in under the wire, besting the field with a 0:59 
score, while Honda-mounted Mike Nash (1:15), Tanner (1:20), 
CRE/E-Line’s Raffi Peterson (1:20) and WER/Husqvarna’s 


James Kelly (1:25) scrambled in behind. 








Francis Kaess might be the last Husky Automatic rider in the coun- 
try. He finished third place in the C Senior class without shifting. 


A long reset gave plenty of rest before a very enjoyable 9-mile 
section that took only a point from most of the faster riders 
while others dropped 2 or 3. After just over 26 miles, Neff had 
a one-point cushion over Tanner, Cayer and Claxton at the gas 
stop. The first half consisted of rather easy trails, but the slick 
conditions kept the senses alert. Provided one kept the rubber 
side down more often than not, the 28-minute reset was more 
than enough to gas up, warm up and get back out to the 
Known Control on your original minute. 

Another short, swift section was enough to get the body 
back up to operating temperature, but not enough to take 
points from the top riders. Neff, Tanner, Claxton and Cayer all 
posted zeros on their way into the “Black & Blue” section. If 
you've ever fallen victim to the rock garden here, you know 
where the name comes from. The rocks were enough to grab 
<5 a point from all of the top riders in the 4-mile trail. 

Se A minute reset and a road crossing led to the day’s longest 











66 If you’ve ever fallen victim w the rock garden here, you 
know where the name comes from. The rocks were enough to 
grab a point from all of the top riders in the 4mile trail. 99 


and roughest section. A nice variety of rocks, roots and other 
technical trails, combined with a little bit of mud were enough 
to take a handful of points from everyone. The temperature 
began to break through the freezing mark, but not enough to 
thaw everything out. The trail conditions were rather deceptive, 
with a little bit of loose dirt sitting on top of a frozen core. For 
the most part it was easily navigated, but as soon as | got into 
some deep woods, | remembered why | needed to have studs 
today. Again, Neff set the pace with a 3:30, followed by 
Tanner's 3:34. Husaberg-mounted Jim Burns and longtime 
Husky rider Kemp Stewart were the only riders who came 
close, with 4:17 and 4:30, respectively 

A bit of tar gave some time to recover from the pounding, and 
a short blast over a power line section added more fun. A couple 
of rock-strewn hills provided great vantage points for the specta- 
tors, but weren't too much trouble to navigate for the riders. This 
3-mile section was not enough to take points from most A and B 


It’s a little slippery on the frozen bridge. Bill Sironen, heading riders, while the C riders got nabbed for a point or two. 
for second in the A Heavy class. (MB) Breezing into the next section gave one the initial impression 
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eT 7 eo 
PRO SERIES tip) 


ABSOLUTELY THE BEST ~ 


The Official 





L ý ai vigy LAS 4 é 
First place in the A Senior class went to 
Jim Price on his YZ. 


of riding a quick, un-timed: connector. 
Those who weren’t paying attention 
picked up an extra point on the 2-mile 
trail. At best, one managed to come out 
about 30 seconds late heading into the 
last section of timed trail. 

This last section proved to be a bit 
grueling, but a quick glance at the route 
sheet before heading in told me there 
was only one mile of trail before the end. 
It’s a good thing it was only a mile, 
because it was by far the toughest mile 
of the day. Neff, Tanner and Stewart 
managed to get through on time, with 
the rest of the pack getting caught for 
one or a couple. 

After roughly 60 ground-miles, Hans 
Neff managed to come in less than half 
a minute ahead of Tanner, but his 0:59 at 
the first emergency check gave him the 
full point margin of victory, with a score 
of 6. “I thought the course was pretty 
well laid out,” said Neff. “My new KTM 
250 was really easy to ride out here, and 


CONNECTING ROD 


Connecting Rod For 





AVAILABLE ON 
THE MARKET! 


ATV x 
MOTORICLES | 
WATERCRAFT 


Used Insanely by 





Seth Enslow, Mike Metzger, 
Travis Pastrano & “Mad” Mike Jones 


CONNECTING RODS 


deburred with a double vibrating, double honing process and then polished 


Team FMF/HONDA 


to perfection to insure continued performance at high RPM. 
ae Our NRB Bearings are double silver coated to dis- 


place excessive heat, extending rod life far past 
that of OEM or so-called competition rods. 


PRO SERIES FOOTPEGS | 


THE ULTIMATE WIDE PLATFORM FOOTPEG 
IMS Pro Series Footpegs are cast from stainless steel and are melanite coated 
for better surface wear. They incorporate the new “Parallel Cross-Bar” design 
which increases overall strength and allows mud to fall through the peg 
improving rider grip. Already used by the top motocrossers and off-road riders 
in the world. Available for most major brands. Suggested Retail °92.00 


The Official Footpeg For Team FMF/HONDA 


YZ ° WR400 TANKS 


UNQUESTIONABLY THE BEST TANKS MONEY CAN BUY! 
The YZ stock capacity is 2.1 gallons. The IMS tank increases it to 3.4 gallons, 
making this tank ideal for Enduro, Grand Prix, and Desert competition or for 
longer trail rides. Our WR replacement tank stretches your fuel capacity to a full 
4 gallons extending your dual sport and Baja trail rides well over the 100 mile 
range. Our tanks are race proven by Ty Davis, Randy Hawkins and Kevin Hines. 
IMS Fuel Tanks come complete with gas cap and mounting hardware and uses 
the stock Yamaha shrouds. In addition, a Dry Break is available by IMS. 
Available in both Natural or Yamaha Blue colors. 

Suggested Retail 5199.95 With Dry Break 5349.95 


DREA m rest 
909:653:7720 pete, Melt 
Available Via UPS 


6240 Box Springs Boulevard ° Unit E © Riverside, CA 92507 


Web: www.imsproducts.com 


E-mail: imsinfo@deltanet.com 


CHECK OUT OUR CATALOG ON THE WEB! 
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TREAD LIGHTLY! a about Tread Lightly!, and 


ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LAND 


325C e Ogden UT 


OUTDOOR 
ENTHUSIASTS 


Do you enjoy the great our- 
doors? Then become a member 
of Tread Lighrly!. We're a grass 
roots organization dedicated to 
increasing awareness on how to 
enjoy the land without damaging it. 
Call 1-801-627-0077 to find our 


how you can learn ro protect the 
8440: land you enjoy roday! | 











Ps ain: EONA 
Scott Hoginski picks his way out of the 
rocks, heading for second place in the B 
Lightweight class. (DB) 





| had a blast,” he continued. In only his second ride since his 
injury, Neff put in a relatively flawless day for his second career 
NETRA overall victory. “I can’t believe that | took the overall,” 
Neff said, “I just wanted to ride for fun today, and | did that too!” 

Tanner matched his best career ride as well, taking second 
overall and first AA with a 7-point card. Stewart and Claxton 
matched scores with 10 apiece, with Stewart coming out on 
top on tiebreakers. The A High Point trophy went home with 
Jim Burns, who dropped 12. In the B Class, Austin Jalbert 
cruised into the High-Point position with a 14-point score, 
while Kawasaki four-stroke rider Jamie Bennett set the pace in 
the C-Class, with a 30-point score. Gordon Razee was the 
fastest of the Super Senior class, besting longtime friend and 
rival Keith Goodell by 8 points with a 24-point score. CRE/E- 


Snow Run Enduro Class Results 





Overall High Point A Senior 
Hans Neff (KTM) 6 4. Jim Price (Yam) 13 
B High Point 2. Duncan Broatch (KTM) 16 
Austin Jalbert (Hon) 14 | 3. Roger Rodrigue (KTM) 18 
C High Point B Bantam 
Jamie Bennet (Hon) 30 1. Dan Collins (KTM) 18 
AA 2. Anthony Fabiano (KTM) 19 
4. Pete Tanner (KTM) 7 3. Cory Borovicka (KTM) 22 
2. Kemp Stewart (Hus) 10 | B Light 
3. Rick Claxton (Yam) 10 | 1: Ryan Brown (Suz) 16 
A Ban 2. Scot Hoginski (Hon) 19 
1. Neil Dennett (aM 13 | > m Copelna (Me 
2. Mike Peristere (Yam) 15 | B Heavy 
3, Steve Antoniou (KTM) 15 | 1. Pete Vanryswood (KTM) 28 
A Light 2. Paul Silansky (Hus) 41 
1. Baffi Peterson (ena 16 | o ot amination cy ie 
2. Mike Nash (Hon) 14 X 
B Four-Stroke 
A Heavy : 
1. Bill Drummey (Hon) 16 - ee o = 
2, Bill Sironen (Kin) 20. | Gee Se) 
3. Matt Bingham (KTM) 26 3. Ken Semerjian (Hus) 27 
B Veteran 

A Vet a 
1. Geoff Wurlitzer on ig | | ee taw e 

7 2. Gerard Grundmann (Hus) 26 
2. Rich Seymour (Hon) 15 : 

(KTM) 17 3. Tom Canesi (KTM) 27 


3. Ron Stavens 
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B Bantam rider Doug Douchette zips up 
the powerline hill on his KX. (DB) 








K SEUNS eet, 
C Lightweight class winner Frank Frey 
buzzes through the barely frost-covered 
rocks. (DB) 


Line’s Tom Farley topped the newly formed Master's Class for 
the over-60 crowd with a score of 33. No one participated in 
the Women’s Class, but Heidi Landon continued her winning 
ways in defense of her C-Bantam Championship with a 42 and 
the top score in the class. 

Scoring was quick, protests were nonexistent and trophies 
were all handed out by 2:30, providing three hours of day- 
light for those who needed to drive through a few states to 
get home. The trail bosses would like to thank all of the 
Ramblers and non-Ramblers who helped to make this year’s 
Snow Run a success, and they’re promising an all-new 
Snow Run built from the (frozen) ground up next year! Better 
sharpen your studs and wire up those grip heaters during the 


off-season. W 








B Senior 
1. Jeff Grant (Kaw) 17 
2. Brook Saunders (KTM) 22 
3. Ed Manley (Yam) 26 
C Bantam 
1. Heidi Landon (Kaw) 42 
2. Daniel Webster (Kaw) 47 
C Light 
1. Frank Frey (KXE) 43 
2. Norm Noble (Kaw) 83 
C Heavy 
1. Pete Dubrawlski (KTM) 59 
2. Bruce Cloney (KTM) 69 
C Four-Stroke 
_ 1. Andy Wyzykowski (Hon) 48 
C Senior 
1. Bob Drapcho (Kaw) 35 
2. Kevin Quinn (KTM) 37 
3. Francis Kaess (Hus) 39 
Super Senior 
1. Gordon Razee (Hon) 24 : 
2 Se veo a Not a whole lot of snow, for a 
2- 19e FEE ea Ton Snow Run. Larry Silvia heading up 
Manor the powerline hill towards a first 
1. Tom Farley (CRE) 33 


place in the B Veteran class. 


Product REVIEW. coool, 





By Mark Uth -Loop 


Pacemaker 
Enduro Computer 





haven’t used a Pacemaker unit in a couple of 
years. Last time | used one | didn’t have a 
complete owners manual, so programming was 


spite of some minor whining, | like this unit, and 
found it immediately easy to use effectively 
(Editor’s Note: A top 14 finish the first time out!). 

Manual programming of the Pacemaker is 
easy and intuitive. The instruction manual is well 
thought out, comprehensive and easy to under- 
stand. The four input buttons used during pro- 
gramming are worlds easier than the slow 
bump, fast bump, button hold regimen used by 
the two-button competition. To turn on the P3 
you press the “O” button and let the unit initial- 
ize. It comes up in race mode, but if you were to 
start riding at this point all that would work is the 


Gettin g iffy at best. As a result, | kind of soured on the odometer and the clock. In order for the P3 to 
unit after a couple of races. This time | had a help you, you'll have to program it. 

Personal complete set of instructions and hardware. As a You enter an enduro by hitting one of the arrow 

with an result, | easily managed to mount and program buttons to advance to the Setup page, and then 

Old Pro the unit in a couple of hours, the night before pressing the “O” button to get into the Setup 


the Sandy Lane Enduro. The best feature was 
being able to run the race program ahead of 
time by simulating the passage of time and 


sub-menu. The first thing you’re asked is 
whether you want the readout in miles or kilo- 
meters, then, after hitting the “O” button 


mileage, allowing all programming to be pre- 


again, you’re given the tire size you ; tom, $ 
cisely checked from start to finish. As a result | 


want. After that you can select between “awn 


was completely confident while on the starting 
line and throughout the day, that the 
Pacemaker’s programming was spot on. In 


A 





AMA rules, Brand-X rules, FIM rules or a thing 
known as Dual Sport rules. Pick one, and the 
next screen is the first programming screen. 


X 
0 





The whole 

‘Pacemaker 
ey kit, with the 
ee optional horn, including a 
hub magnet, thumb switch, the P3 
itself, a wheel sensor and instructions. 
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The computer asks “CLR SPD 
CHANGES?” and you answer yes by hitting 
the up-arrow button. At this point you’re 
given the parameters for the first speed 
change. The arrow buttons allow you to 
select between “ed” (Edit), “in” (Insert), “dl” 
(Download), or “ok” (Okay); select “ed” and 
hit the “X” button and you can enter the first 
speed change in a very easy-to-understand 
manner: the display says “O1 = 24MPH TO 
0.00” in which you replace the speed aver- 
age to whatever you want, and enter in the 
mileage of the first speed change. If there are 











Reading the P3 while racing couldn’t be simpler. In this set-up, the left number is 
your odometer, the middle is how late or early you are, and the right is your key time 
clock. The P3 is saying we’re 11 seconds early, (but of course it’s not a possible, 


since “00” is going to occur on a half-minute). 


no speed changes, and the run is 24 mph to 
the finish, you just bump over to the mileage 
number with the “X” button and hit the down 
arrow once. Now the display will say “O1 = 
24MPH TO FINISH” and you're done—hit 











the “O” button to move on to resets. 

Resets are entered in the same way, using 
the same type of button sequence. You 
select different things with the arrow buttons, 
move across the item with the “X” button, 
and change menus with the “O” button. Next 
the computer wants you to enter locations, 
which would be significant mileage points 
along the trail, like Known Controls, major 
turns, gas stops, whatever. The next screen 
asks you to set alarms, which brings us to a 
unique feature of the P3. 

When you install the P3, you'll notice that 
there are four wires coming out of the unit 
where the wheel sensor attaches. The sec- 








Hit the “O” key and the display changes to an alternate set of readouts. Here we 


have the average speed, the mileage and the clock once again. 


ond set of wires is for a small electronic 
horn that can be programmed to beep 













Programming the P3 is pretty simple. First you have to pick 
_ what rules you’re running under: AMA, Brand-X, FIM or Dual 


le _ P3 is ready to timekeep for you. 


Resets are entered the same way. The starting mileage of 
the reset, followed by the ending mileage. You can also enter 
i Pauses (a.k.a. “Waits” or time at a layover), “Jumps” to zero 
` mileage, and anything else an enduro can throw at you. 
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‘screen after “BRAND-X” you enter your starting row, and the 


After you pick the rules, you enter the speed changes. It’s 
very simple, you enter the speed average and then the 
mileage to the next change. Go right on down the list until 
you have them all in; if you make a mistake you can easily go 
back and correct it. 





The afarm feature is pretty cool, if you don’t mind having 
the unit beep at you. It can warn you before a possible, as 
in the photo, or a number of other significant events during 
the race. : : 


rather loudly at you at various times. This 
may seem like a so-so feature, but if 
you've ever been in a section that makes 
you late and then suddenly allows you to 
get back on time, this is a great way to 
keep from burning the check-out. The 
alarm disables itself if you get more than 
two minutes late, so it doesn’t drive you 
crazy, but when you get back up to two 
minutes down it starts warning you of 
the possibles once again, keeping you 
from burning the check. If you don’t usu- 
ally pay attention very well, this one fea- 
ture can pay for itself in one enduro. 

Absolutely, the neatest feature is the 
ability to simulate a race and the pas- 
sage of time to check your program- 
ming. By advancing the mileage to 
known time points on the route sheet, 
the clock can correspondingly be 
advanced in order to see if the proper 
differential time is obtained. If diff time is 
zero at a known mileage/time point, then 
programming is right. If its not, then 
you've got a programming problem. This 
feature provides great confidence on 
race day that your computer is providing 
the right information. 

With the race programmed and the P3 
running on the standard display group 
(which can all be modified), the left group 
of numbers is your mileage, the right is 
your key time, and in the center is the “diff 
time” display, a plus/minus or early/late 
display. Basically, keep this diff time dis- 
play on “00” and you're always at the very 
top of your minute. Back down to where 
the diff time reads “-30-” and that means 
you're 30 seconds into your minute, or 
dead-nuts on time. It couldn’t be simpler. 


More Ways to Program 

Also available for the Pacemaker is A- 
Loop’s RaceMaker program, a Windows- 
based program that allows you to set up 
the P3 and program it using your MS- 
DOS personal computer (a Mac program 
is not available). With RaceMaker, you can 
enter your speed changes and resets, 
locations and such lightning-fast, all on 
one page on the computer, so you can 
check them quickly against the club’s 
race information. To then get the pro- 
gramming into your P3, you dump the 
RaceMaker information out through 
what's known as an infrared device—you 
might have such an animal on your laptop 
or desktop computer. If not, they are eas- 
ily purchased from A-Loop or any large 
computer store. As the desktop comput- 
er sends the programming out through 
the IRD, the P3 soaks it right up. 

Once the programming is finished 


inside your P3, the fun doesn’t end. You 
can then dump a copy of your program- 
ming out of your P3 into anybody else’s 
P3. This way, only one guy in a group 
has to program the unit; after that they all 
can share a clone of the original pro- 
gram. All of this is available from the 
“DOWNLOAD” menu within the P3. We 
had two P3s here, and were shooting 
programs back and forth between them 
with no trouble whatsoever. Cool feature. 

Concerning programming, you can also 
back out of a running race—in the middle 
of an enduro—and then change an error 


in the program and correct it. Then, you 
can send the P3 program out to another 
P3 through the IRD and it will update the 
second P3 with the new information cur- 
rent at that stage of the race! Go back to 
the setup menu afterwards, hit the “O” 
button, and the unit asks “Resume 
Race?” Hit the up arrow and you're right 
back where you were in the middle of the 
race, and you'll notice that the clock has 
been running all along and you're still up to 
the minute in the run. You can back out of 
a running race at any time, change practi- 
cally anything, and go right back to where 








The Best Off Road Accessories for Every Bike! 


Carbon Fiber Pipe Guards, Clutch Cover Guards, 
Skid Plates, Fork Protectors, Chain Guides for 


Kawasaki, KTM, Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda, TM, 


Husaberg, and Gas-Gas 


Lighting Coil Ignitions for Kawasaki, Yamaha, 


Suzuki and Honda, 100w X 2 output 
Paioli Forks and Tecnosel products available 





Next month in 


DIRTRIDE 


e Brand new 
Yamaha 
four-stroke 


e Best and worst 
of supercross 


‘ef “East Wareham, MA 02538 
Ph: 508-295-0812 - Fax: 508-291-2605 
www. elineaccessories.com a 


ay 


£ 


M 4 
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you were, either automatically or by adjusting the clock forward. 
As the market stands right now, the Pacemaker is the only 
enduro computer that can handle Brand-X rules. Brand-X is 
used in New England, Canada and possibly other places. In the 
Brand-X system, when you arrive late to a check your riding 
number becomes that current minute. This way, you're never 
more than a half-minute late when you leave a check, and the 
event is scored check-to-check. Changing numbers mid-event 
is something impossible in AMA rule programming, but the P3 
set to “Brand-X” rules takes it in stride. When you’re program- 
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ming the unit you are prompted to enter your row minute, and 
then everything starts normally. When you come into a check 
you hold down the “X” button until the screen changes, ask- 
ing you for your new row number. Bump it up with the up- 
arrow button, hit the “O” button and your P3 is updated and 
you're back on the clock. 


Stuffed Full 

There are a ton more features inside the P8, some you may 
admittedly never use. Still, if you take the time to sit with the 
unit and the instruction book for a couple of hours, run a sim- 
ple race program and play with the options, you'll be amazed 
at the things you can do. The downside of all these features is 
a unit that’s a little bigger than we'd like it to be, but the way 
the unit mounts to the crossbar keeps it down low and mini- 
mizes the footprint. We also like the stone-axe simple dis- 
play—odo, difftime and clock. You don’t need anything else, 
and if you have a Jart Chart or roll chart next to it, you have 
two redundant timekeeping systems (assuming you remember 
how to timekeep the old analog way). 

More information can be had from A-Loop’s web site, at 
www.aloop.com. Without going too much deeper, here’s a list 
of our likes, dislikes and observations: 


Likes 

@ Good mounting system, mounts down low, even with the 
handlebar crossbar, as opposed to atop it. Good secure 
mounting system, quickest to mount using a power-driven 
screw driver or drill. 

@ Good connectors for wheel pickup wire and thumb switch 
appear plenty durable and water proof. No question as to 
when they’re connected or not. 

@ Excellent wheel pickup design, easy to mount and durable. 

@ Custom display is neat although standard display settings 
are exactly what’s needed anyway. Pushing the “O” button while 
racing changes to a second set of customizable displays. 

e Display is easy to read, even at speed. Numbers are plen- 
ty big enough. 

@ Standard 9 volt batteries are easier to obtain (and cheap- 
er?) than watch batteries used in competing timekeeping gear. 

e You can test the infrared port on the PS by setting the unit 
to “Test Receive,” and shooting a TV remote control at the PS. 
You'll see gibberish scroll across the screen every time you hit 
something on the remote, if the P3 is working properly. 

@ The IR port is a very neat thing. However, do you really 
trust your buddy to program your computer properly? 


Dislikes 

@ You can use one or two 9 volt batteries in the P3. One is 
fine, two reputedly last longer, although we’ve never had a 
problem using a single battery. We have found, after a year of 
using a P3, that if you want to use the battery more than once, 
you have to remove it from the unit as soon as you can after 
finishing the enduro. Shutting the unit off doesn’t seem to 
help—something in there drains the battery even with the unit 
off. Doing this, we have gotten three enduros out of a single 9 
volt battery. If you leave them in, even two batteries won't last 
the two weeks until the next enduro. 

@ Didn't like the thumb switch, at first. The flat face of the 
switch made it hard to find the actual buttons while wailing 
down the trail. As a result, adjusting mileage was more difficult 
than need be. It needs some bumps on the button face so that 
they're easier to find without having to actually look down. A- 


Loop has stick-on rubber button mark- 
ers that help this, or try one of the small, 
stick-on rubber chassis feet available in 
most any electronics supply store. 

@ For that matter, the button actuation 
in general is lacking. The new PS unit 
provides a click that you can actually feel 
as the button is depressed. This is good. 
However, the button doesn't do some- 
thing every time it clicks, if you don’t 
push down hard enough. What this 
means is that you might be sitting there, 
clicking away on the buttons, and only 
about half the time is the button actually 
inputting data. Quite the pain when 
adjusting mileage on the trail. 

@ Biggest glitch: some sort of program- 
ming hangup in conjunction with a gas 
available that included a pause (Wait) and 
a reset to 0.00 (reverse reset or “Jump”). 
Arriving at the gas available early and 
slowly tabbing my mileage up to the reset, 
the differential time display locked up at “- 
99.00”. Surprisingly | was able to fix the 
unit, simply by fast advancing through the 
reset, aS opposed to tabbing through 
1/100th at a time. This was repeatable 
afterward, and on other Pacemaker units, 
and we're told this is the result of a pro- 
gramming workaround that saved the P3 
designers tons of program space in return 





The optional RaceMaker software is the 
coolest. With it, you can enter all the race 
instructions in your PC, and then down- 
load them all at once. This is great for 
people who have to see the whole race 
written out in front of them. 


for making the unit act weird. At no time 
did the clock stop or the program stop 
running reliably—we just reset forward 
and the display resumed. 


The Line Forms.... 

Maybe a little more than a year ago, 
we'd tell you that the P3 is a great 
enduro computer, if you believe you 
need an enduro computer. We're chang- 
ing our tune now. Now, we're going to 
tell you that you absolutely must have a 
computer if you're going to be really 





competitive out in the woods. The com- 
puter isn’t going to make you a better 
timekeeper, as a matter of fact we're still 
going to declare that a computer will 
actually make a worse timekeeper out of 
you. It does that by allowing you to ride, 
and makes it unnecessary for you to 
even think about timekeeping. If you use 
the alarm and all the programming tricks, 
you won't even have to look down at the 
unit until it's announcing a possible 
check location that you know is critical. 
This is not good timekeeping on your 
part, but it’s chillingly effective against 
your competition. While they’re looking 
down, trying to figure out where they are, 
you're charging ahead. 

The Pacemaker P3 is available from A- 
Loop Offroad, 3911 Norwood Drive #G, 
Littleton, CO 80125, phone (303)791- 
0035. The price is $369.95 for the P8, all 
the mounting hardware, sensor, magnet 
kit and instructions. The audible alarm is 
available as an option, at $29.95, and 
the RaceMaker PC software is available 
for $39.95. You'll need an infrared device 
for your PC, if you don’t already have 
one, and they are available at any com- 
puter store or from A-Loop for about 
$50. Is it all worth it? If you're serious 
about enduros it’s priceless. W 





ENDURO ENGINEERING 


517-393-2421 
White Power PDS Springs & 


Mike Lafferty has his Boingers done here 


'98 KTM 125-200 
Case Guard 
$19.95 


5Omm 
Fork 
Springs 


$89.95 ea. 


Been 


Cylinders bored while you wait 


Come See The New Models 
at our Great Prices! 


EXTRA LARGE PARTS INVENTORY 


UPS SHIPPING DAILY 


$ suzZuUKI 


Financing Available for Used and New! 
Route 28, Junct. of 106 


We're Open: 


ZA 


HONDA 


West Bridgewater Center, MA 
(508)587-1701 


Weekly 9 a.m. -- 8 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. -- 6p.m. 
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| often been asked what it’s like to 


ride the Alligator Dual Sport Ride. It’s 
an easy answer: it’s Paris to Dakar with 
trees. Its sandy. Really sandy. Paul 
Clipper says it’s just like New Jersey but 
with different kinds of trees—palmettos. 
(| now pity you New Jersey enthusiasts.) 
Riders signing up to ride the Alligator 
often show up on motorcycles that have 
no business being there, due to the 
sand. You might have noticed by now 
that the word sand shows up many 
times in this article. There’s a reason for 
this. The Alligator Dual Sport has two 
kinds of terrain: pavement and sand. 
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There are three varieties of Florida 
sand. The first is regular sand which is 
coarse, and sort of ridable. Then there is 
intermediate sand which is like riding on 
a sand dune—pretty tough. Then there is 
the famous Florida “sugar” sand. Did you 
ever see the movie Lawrence of Arabia? 
Remember the part where one of the 
servants get caught in a form of dry 
quicksand and gets sucked in? Well 
that’s Florida sugar sand. Where BMW 
R1100GS’s and Kawasaki KLR650’s 
with stock tires go to die. A real dirt bike 
with sand knobbies can manage it. A 
heavy dual sport bike with stock tires is, 
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shall we say, a challenge. Throw in a 
novice rider and the result is pretty ugly. 
They should have a billboard at signup 
that says “Warning: Riding This Event 
With Stock Tires Is Dangerous!”. 

We did the usual sign-up routine, got 
our maps and roll charts. Unfortunately, 
the roll charts were printed in very small 
type and we had to cut and tape it to fit 
our roll chart holders. No big deal, but the 
small type was a problem. A lot of us vet 
riders can’t even read this article without 
the help of reading glasses, just imagine 
trying to read this article with smaller type, ` 
mounted on your handlebars! 


Before we started, we were treated to 
breakfast courtesy of Moose Racing and 
Progressive Suspension. It’s pretty neat 
being served by eight-time National 
Enduro Champ Dick Burleson and 
Moose’s Gary Gibbs. Burleson went on 
to show the youngsters a thing or two 
the next day at the Alligator Enduro by 
placing 4th overall. 

It was a funny sight watching members 
of our group trying to read the roll chart. 
If you use reading glasses then you know 
that without glasses you have to get way 
back from the chart to see it. Imagine 
doing this on a motorcycle. We missed a 


Look out! 


Hold on! 
Wait a minute! 


Don’t try to ride the Florida sand with stock dual sport tires. 


lot of turns because that 6 looked just 
like an 8 to 55-year-old eyes. But 
between the four of us (three, when 
Clipper blew the tranny out of his cheater 
KTM 200) we managed to find our way. 

The course is basically the same route 
year to year with the highlight being the 
ferry crossing over the St Johns River: 
Imagine an antique car ferry loaded 
down with 25 dual sport bikes and their 
riders. At the other side of the river, the 
local fish camp hosted lunch. The off- 
road portion of the ride was over now, 
and it was all pavement the next 60 miles 
back to Daytona. 


The course starts off pretty tame with 
pavement and' then graded. dirt (well, 
sand) roads. Riders who-are. starting. to 
warm up may be thinking, “Hey, this isn’t 


so bad...” Then around the corner the 
coarse sand suddenly turns to deep, 
deep, soft sand and the Beemers and 
two-up riders find themselves off the 
road floundering in the palmettos. Riders 
from states that do not have much sand 
have it the worst. They don’t have a clue 
how to ride it. But with words of kind 
advice (“let some air out,” “gas it”) they 
learn. Or find that paved road and bail. 

| don’t mean for it to sound terrible, it’s 
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1999 HUSQVARNAS 
AVAILABLE SOON 
CALL FOR SPECS & PRICES 


“99 125WR’s $4,200 
‘98 410WR’s $5,200” | 


MOREL'S HUSQVARNA 
822 E. WASHINGTON STREET 
NORTH ATTLEBORO 

MASSACHUSETTS 02760 


15080752001 Closed Sun & Mon 


Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 4 
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H-E Kawasaki 








1-800-RIDE DMS 


2 mi. south of Dover, Delaware 
on US RT. 13. 
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Sandy roads and one or two water cross- 
ings highlighted the off-road part of the 
ride. 





Breakfast was served by Moose Offroad’s Gary Gibbs (left) and former national enduro 
champ Dick Burleson. 


not, unless you are unprepared. It's a fun 
ride though without much variety of ter- 
rain—an uphill in Florida is a very slight 
incline. Another problem with riding in 
sand is that it sucks up gas. I’m used to 
going 100 miles, but my riding compan- 
ions (Lindsay Pirie of carbon fiber fame) 
on his A-loop XR400 with MX tank, and 
his buddy on a KX250 ring ding had to 
hit every station along the way. Luckily 
my XR650L loaner from Honda had a 
big IMS tank installed so | just waited 
until my mileage-deficient companions 
filled their small tanks. 

The Alligator Dual Sport is a fun event 
if you come prepared. You need a street 
legal four-stroke so you're comfortable 
on the road, and real sand tires so you 
have a fighting chance in the soft stuff. If 
you're not ready for it, you'll be hating 
life—at the very least you can look for- 
ward to hating the sand. But everyone 
should try it at least once. 

Now back out to the desert where 
there's nice gravel to ride.... I 








“Hey guys...don’t back up!” Crossing the St. Johns River on an ancient ferry was the 
highlight of the ride. 


PHOTOS BY LARRY LANGLEY 


by Mark Uth 





Trailfider toolbox 


Domino Effect 






















E ver wonder how things come to be? How a sim- 
ple plan of A-B-C can inadvertently lead off on 
tangents unknown? | find that the term “things snow- 
alled” often applies to motorcycle endeavors under- 
ken, both on the trail and in the garage. Cold war 
ritage notwithstanding, I've taken to calling this all- 
mmon phenomena “the domino effect” and, 
ubt, the pursuit of off-road motorcycling pro- 
e the fertile plain for tumbling ivory. One 
n Or story was choreographed recently while 
wrenching on one of the test bikes around the 
garage, the KTM 200 that I’ve become quite fond of 
lately. Truth is, it could have happened with any bike, 
the pertinent factor being that it was a new model 
that | hadn’t done much wrenching on previously. 
Still, no big deal, right? Guess again. 


the other hand, was staring me right in the face. | 
made the assumption that perhaps this needed to be 
removed first and/or that it was somehow keeping 
the side cover from popping off. | turned the big 
adjuster nut as far as it would go one direction, and 
then the other, neither of which helped. In the 
process, the power valve adjustment was lost, unbe- 
knownst at the time, a critical and difficult to reset 
adjustment at that. Meantime, | finally located the 
offending fastener that was holding things together 
(an interior water pump cover bolt that somehow 
went straight through to the cases). With its removal 
| was back on track...well, at least for the time being. 
| finished with the shift mechanism, slapped every- 
thing back together and set the bike aside, fat, dumb 
and happy. 









@@ The head gets snugged down, and after consulting the KTM shop 
-= manual, | pull out my trusty Craftsman torque wrench and start 
X cranking. The fact that the head bolts were a weird M7, dog- 
bone shaped fastener, should have been a warning. 99 





One Month Before 
The Season Opener 
My initial intent was a simple 
inspection of the Katoom’s shift- 
ing mechanism, maybe clean 
things up a little bit. As we report- 
ed in our test some months back, 
it could be smoother. This initial 
task entailed removing the pipe, 
kick start lever, side cover and 
clutch basket. There was a time 
when a side cover could be 
removed without interference from 
the pipe, and for that matter, not too 
long ago | had an ‘80s vintage 
Husky around here on which neither 
the shifter nor kick starter (both left 
side) needed to be removed to get at 
the clutch. No more though. Now 
clutch side cover removals are con- 
founded by pipes, water pumps and 
power valves, which collectively 
knocked over the first tile. 

The side cover itself presented the 
first hurdle. Despite removing all of the 
side cover bolts, the cover remained 
hard-fastened to the cases. A big power 
valve nut inherent to KTM 125/200s, on 







Two Weeks Before the Opener 

A couple of weeks later | finally had the opportuni- 
ty to swing a leg over the 200. It didn’t take more 
than a couple hundred yards down the trail to con- 
clude that something was radically amiss in the 
power delivery department. Although my seat-of-the- 
pants readjustment of the power valve appeared to 
be “ball park,” the nice, broad, power delivery that |’d 
grown so attached to over the past few months was 
transmogrified into the ugliest, hardest hitting super- 
cross motor | can remember. It was unrideable in the 
woods, the complete lack of bottom end quickly giv- 
ing way to an unmanageable blast. Attempted trail- 
side fiddling with the power valve adjuster failed to 
solve things, so it was back to the garage, one more 
domino down. 


The Week Before Sandy Lane 

This time, before tearing back into the motor, | rang 
up KTM factory mechanic Tom Moen who wrenches 
on this motor for a living. Unfortunately, | didn’t hear 
what | had hoped for. It turns out the only way to 
properly adjust the power valve height on this motor 
is to remove the cylinder head and actually measure 
the valve height. | wanted a second opinion, so | 
called Mike Lafferty’s mechanic, Alan Randt, who 
said, “Mark, bite the bullet and take the head off.” 

Ugh. Of course, there’s a special tool for measur- 
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ing the power valve height, close quar- 
ters preventing a common caliper from 
sufficing. More complications. So, okay, | 
fabricate a substitute, one that I’m confi- 
dent will get me darn close to the proper 
valve height (actually a bicycle spoke 
bent at one end to hook under the 
Katoom’s power valve, with a piece of 
masking tape strategically marking the 
proper valve height). To use it, all body 
work gets stripped down (seat, tank, rad 
shrouds), off with the head, and l'm 
adjusting away using my trick home-fab- 
ricated tool. 

After achieving what | thought to be 
the proper valve height, it’s reassembly 
time. The head gets snugged down, and 
after consulting the KTM shop manual, | 
pull out my trusty Craftsman torque 
wrench and start cranking. The fact that 
the head bolts were a weird M7, dog- 
bone shaped fastener, should have been 
a warning. | proceeded to tighten them 
toward the proscribed 25 ft-lbs. (l 
checked twice), until one snaps off, flush 
to the cylinder. By now, the dominos are 
falling like Southeast Asia and | think | 
know how MacArthur felt. Turns out that 
there are some mistakes in the shop 
manual’s metric to SAE fastener conver- 
sions, the proper tightening torque being 


something like 13-14 ft-lbs. My subse- 
quent phone call to Moen, elicited the 
response, “Oh yeah, there’s a problem 
with some of those conversions. You 
should always use the metric figures.” 
Too late now. 





©@® The Friday night 
before the event, 
everything got 
thrown back 
together, and | pray 
to the gasket gods 
that it seals right. 99 





The next day I’m scouring PEP Boys’ 
across the state for Easy Outs and six of 
the oddball M7X40mm fasteners. Even 
the bolts | didn’t break were suspect as 
a result of my improper tightening. | man- 
age to find two. The Friday night before 
the event, everything got thrown back 
together, and | pray to the gasket gods 


that it seals tight. Saturday morning, 
bright and early, | fire up the little KTM, 
and pass the first test. Nothing leaks. 
However, a short jaunt around the back 
yard finds that I’ve somehow accidental- 
ly installed a trials bike motor into the 
200’s frame. Unbelievable grunt off the 
bottom, but it won't rev past 5000 or 
6000 RPM. | make the snap decision to 
take a crescent wrench out onto the trail 
and fiddle with the power valve adjust- 
ment until it feels right. What | actually 
accomplish is to find the point of least 
compromise—the best possible combi- 
nation of low end and top end. 
Surprisingly, it's not too bad, so | decide 
to race it the next day as is. Looking 
back, my current theory is that the power 
valve isn’t opening properly (or perhaps 
not at all) and all my adjustments are 
doing little more than exercising an 
adjustable fixed-height exhaust port. 
Pretty trick, eh? 

All’s well that ends well. Despite ques- 
tionable power valve function, the little 
200 carries the day at Sandy Lane. | talk 
to Moen afterward and he promises to 
send me all of the parts | need to go 
back and do the job right. In the interim, 
I’m having quite the fine time aboard a 
YZ125 test bike. Pizza anyone? ii 
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HAVE YOUR DEALER CONTACT: 


Over a hundred years of experience with rubber equates to one 
thing - the best in powerful rides. Trelleborg’s knobbies 
come in a variety of raised stud patterns and sizes. 
Packed with power, yet sensitive enough for 
just the right feeling around every 
curve the trail throws at you, 
Trelleborg delivers the 
ride you need, the 


ride you want. 





RidingvinVike 
ES 


by Mike Lafferty 


Mud Ruts 





etting through 

mud ruts is 
mostly a matter of 
accuracy and for- 
ward momentum. 
Accuracy, because 
the best thing to 
do with ruts is 
avoid them. If you 
can’t asdi them, the second secret is 
forward motion. You don’t want to stop 
in the ruts because if you do you're prob- 
ably going to get stuck, lose time and fin- 
ish out of the results. 

If we're going to talk about being accu- 
rate in ruts, we’re going to have to talk 
about bike setup a little bit. The most 
important thing in rutty terrain is to have 
new tires, and the right kind of tires. You 
can't avoid sliding into a rut if your front 
tire is doing nothing to keep the bike 
pointing straight. With a new, sharp 
knobby you can put your bike on a line 
and keep it there, and if your knobs are 
rounded you'll be lucky if you can stay 
accurate within a foot to each side. 

| meet guys at every race who com- 
plain that their bike doesn’t handle, and 
in almost every case | see a worn-out 
front tire. A lot of them believe that old 
saying that “a worn-out Metzeler is bet- 
ter than a new anything else.” Well, it 
isn't true. Even the Trelleborgs | use, 
which are incredible tires, lose their bite 
after a while and have to be replaced. 
There’s no way around it. Put on a 
brand-new tire and your bike will go 
where you point it, | promise. 

At the same time, consider where 
you're going to be riding. If you know 
you'll spend most of the day in sand and 
mud, buy tires made for sand and mud. 
Mud tires are the best tool for use in bad 
ruts, however, if the race is mostly rocks 
and hard soil, you’re better off running a 
good rock tire for best traction in the 
rocks. With rock tires on you'll be com- 
promising in the mud ruts, but if the tires 
are new or nearly new you'll be okay. 

To avoid ruts you have to be aware of 
the terrain you're riding in. Once you 
notice the trail is getting low and wet, or 
if you turn a corner and find it’s starting 
to rut up, stay alert! The next corner 


GO 
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could have the monster of all ruts around 
it. Best to avoid it before you even get 
there by picking something other than 
the favorite line around the corner. You 
know the line—you can see a little bit of 
a berm going into it, and that’s where 
everyone else has ridden. Stay away 
from it! Ignore the berm and pick your 
own line just past it—you only have to be 
six inches to the left or right of the rut to 
miss it. If you do come through on an 
alternate line and suddenly see nasty 
ruts just to the side, just concentrate on 
being smooth and accurate. 

Don’t blast the throttle wide open; stay 
smooth and even on the throttle and just 
coast through the corner before you get 
back on the gas. A mistake here can get 
you stuck. Don’t even look at the rut, 
look at your line and see your way out of 
the mess. Keep an even throttle, put 
your feet down if you have to, and know 





Coming out of the woods at speed | see 
two ruts, one in each of the best lines. 
However, I’m ready for any kind of prob- 
lem and change my line at the last sec- 
ond to sneak between the ruts. It’s very 
slippery and the middle is crowned, so | 
back off the throttle and let the bike roll 
through. 


that if you snake through this without 
getting stuck you have plenty of time to 
gas it to the check. 

So what if you drop into the rut? Well, 
if its a great big wheel-snatcher you 
might be better off if you cut your losses 
and jump off right away, lift the back end 
out and then the front end, and then pick 
your way out of the danger spot. If you 
slide into the rut and can still feel a hard 
bottom not too far down, you can power 
out of it by getting on the gas and getting 
your weight forward. You want to lighten 
the back end and make it as easy as 
possible for that back wheel to rise up 
out of the rut. Chances are good that the 
rut is deeper than the footpegs at this 
point, so it makes little sense to keep 
your feet on the pegs. If so, you can put 
your feet down and paddle the bike for- 
ward, lifting up on the front end as much 
as you can. You don’t want to dig the 





Getting cross-rutted is a problem, but 
one you have to attack with momentum 
and aggression. The back wheel is going 
to cause problems if | weight it, so | get 
my weight forward and try to power 
through. 


bike in deeper by spinning the rear 
wheel, but you do want to keep it driving 
forward and keep everything moving. 

If you stop, don’t spin the back wheel 
until you're really stuck, but jump off and 
get that bike out before you lose much 
time. | can’t help you much here—it helps 
to be big and strong to lift a bike trapped 
in a rut! I'd suggest weight training at least; 
other than that you’ve got a good incen- 
tive to avoid the ruts, once again! 

What happens if the ruts aren’t waist 
deep, but you go driving into them and get 
cross-rutted? This is where the front wheel 
goes into one rut and the rear goes into 
another. If you stop, you’re going to have 
an awful time getting started. But, if you 
keep going you're going to be badly out of 





Staying on top of the front wheel allowed 
me to steer right along, independent of 
what the back wheel was doing, and now 
Pm just about out of the rut and back on 
the gas. 


balance, because a bike isn’t made to 
crab sideways down the trail. 

However, it'll still do it. You have to 
think like a flattracker, as if you're sliding 
sideways. You keep your weight forward, 
favoring the front wheel, steering the 
front wheel straight down the rut the way 
it wants to go. Keep the throttle on and 
the back wheel spinning, and it will con- 
tinue to push you down the rut. Most 
guys get into trouble because they panic 
and try to get out of the rut right away, 
and this is usually a waste of time. Just 
think to yourself, “now lm going side- 
ways...,” and keep your momentum up. 

It's very difficult to practice ruts, since 


they're all different and nobody wants to 
ride in them no matter what, but if you 
have a rutty patch of trail or track it will 
be worth your time to just mess around 
on it for a half-hour or so. If you experi- 
ment with chopping the throttle while 
you’re cross-rutted you might find that, 
depending on the slope of the terrain on 
hand, you might be able to snap your 
back wheel back into the same rut as the 
front wheel. For example, gassing it 
might make the bike continue to slide to 
the outside, while chopping the throttle 


might cause it to hop back to the other 
side. All of this depends on speed and 
terrain, and it’s something you only learn 
after plenty of practice and through 
experience. So ride, and always be 
aware of what you're doing with the 
throttle, the brakes and your clutch. 

In a nutshell, it comes down to three 
things: Keep your momentum, know 
where you're pointing the bike at all times, 
and try to use new tires at least when 
you're racing. Keep it up on two wheels, 
and don’t get stuck in a rut. W 
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3 continued from page 11 

ment(s Ja are only stretched with microscopic tearing. Grade 2 pain (one to two weeks) then strengthening exercises should be 
sprains mean that there is partial tearing of the ligament(s). A started in a physical therapy program. By four to six weeks after 
grade 3 sprain is the worst injury and means the ligament(s) the injury you should be able to return to riding. 
are completely torn. Before returning to riding you should be able to run and 

So if you're out riding and catch your foot in a rut or on a cut without pain. A stirrup or lace-up ankle support should 
rock and twist or roll your ankle causing a sprain, what next? be worn for the first three months after returning to sports. 
Well, don’t blame your new $350 high tech boots, because Ask your doctor which support brace he or she recom- 
they can’t prevent all injuries. You'll mends. | prefer the lace-up model because of its low profile, 
probably have pain when you try to which is more comfortable under your boots. Always 
put weight on that ankle or move it and once you remember that a brace never replaces good 
painfully remove your boot and sock you'll strength rehabilitation. 
notice some swelling. It’s important to get ice That is a rough guideline of how most ankle sprains 
on it right away. Ice decreases the swelling are treated. This may change somewhat for the severe 
and pain. Try not to walk on it and get toa grade 3 injuries (complete tears). Sometimes the ankle 
doctor for evaluation. X-rays should be is put in a cast for two weeks before beginning 
done to make sure there are no frac- motion or strengthening exercises and the rehabili- 
tures. (Editor’s Note: If you don’t want tation work, and return to sports may be longer 
your boot cut to ribbons by the doc- for these more severe sprains. Most ankle 
tor, make sure to get it off before sprains heal without problems, but occasionally 
you get into the emergency room!) the ankle becomes unstable and the person 

Initial treatment for ankle sprains experiences multiple episodes of “giving way” 
consists of the so-called “RICE” (rest, and repeated sprains. At this point an evaluation by an 
ice, compression and elevation) therapy. NS orthopedic surgeon should be done to determine 
This usually means crutches for a few days if surgical reconstruction of the ligaments 
to keep your weight off the leg and a com- is necessary. 
pressive wrap or brace (air cast). Ice should be Ride On! E 
used intermittently every 20 minutes. This is all done 
to prevent swelling, because the less swelling the faster Do you have a question about dirt bike- 
your return. After a few days the patient can begin range of related injuries? If so, send it to Trail Rider 
motion exercises (moving your ankle around). Once you have Cycle Surgeon, PO. Box 2038, Meaford Lakes, NJ 08055, or 
the same motion as your uninjured ankle and can walk without e-mail us at trmagazine@prodigy.net. 
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Randy Hegre 
1998 ISDE Gold Medalist 
counts on Motion Pro! 





be | Quality Tools & Cables 


“The Motion Pro Coolant Recovery System is 
designed for hot weather and/or high altitude riding © 
«conditions. This system prevents loss of coolant GS 

“due to overheating. The bottle mounts to your | (MY 
"frame or behind your number plate with the Í 1A 
upplied strap. As the liquid boils, it is collected ` C 
the bottle. When the engine cools, the liquid is ` r S 
‘recovered by the radiator. Includes bottle, hoses, ~“ —— = “ 
clamps, mounting strap and instructions. = ba 
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= The New Motion Pro “MP” (Multi-Purpose) Tool is the perfect EN 
. addition to your fanny pack. This versatile tool is a must-have ¢ 
, for on-the-trail repairs or adjustments. The “MP” Tool can \ À Jj 
"be used to remove 8mm, 10mm, 12mm, & 14mm bolts, AS à BE 

#2 & #3 Phillips screws, small & medium straight- 


£ “slotted screws and 5mm hex bolts. It also includes a 4 
“4” & 3/8” socket driver for using the 10mm & 12mm \ 
sockets included. This tool’s versatility can be Sneed A AS 
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» by adding your own 1/4” or 3/8” drive socket attachments. 
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1998 KTM 250 E/XC WER sus- 
pension, FMF, Protaper bars, 
guards, plus extra parts. $4000. 
Call John, (908)688-5300. 


1998 KTM EXC A-Loop flywheel, 
reeds, Scott’s steering damper, 
Enduro Engineering handguards. 
Senior rider, well maintained, 
$4500. Call Kevin, (508)668-2775. 


1997 Yamaha YZ250 300cc kit, 
Dyno Port pipe & silencer, and 
carb mod., WER susp., Pro Tapers, 
18 or 19 inch wheel, many extras. 
$3600 obo. (908)647-2150. 


1998 Yamaha WR400 Exc. 
shape, 900 miles, street legal, 
Factory Connection suspension, 
carbon fiber skid plate, frt. disc 
guard, $4500. Call Bob, 
(603)434-3701 


1994 Honda CR125 NH title, 
many extras, Factory Connection 
suspension, front disc guard, rear 
shark fin, exc. cond., rebuilt motor. 
$1995, call Bob, (603)434-3701 


Bike Hauler 1991 Ford 
Clubwagon van, 6 cyl auto, 5 pas- 
senger, A/C, pw, pdl, t&c. This is 
TR’s main hauler, high mileage but 
very well maintained. It works great 
but we're burning it to the waterline 
if somebody doesn’t buy it soon. 
$3500 obo. (609)953-2922. 


1991 Suzuki DR350 Street legal, 
Baja light kit w/batt., Acerbis hand- 
guards w/blinkers, WER susp., 
FMF Performax, new Michelin dual 
sport tyres, new Ceet cover and 
tank decals, luggage rack. $2200 
obo. (973)827-1280. 


1997 KTM RXC 400 $3,750. 
Electric start. Like-new condition, 
well maintained. Used one dual 
sport season. 3 gallon tank, 150 
mile dual sport range. Custom 
skid plate, custom side stand, 
Super Trapp exhaust, Metzeler 
tires, Bark Busters, custom gel 
seat. (607)844-4844 anytime, or 
Internet motoglenn@aol.com. Will 
deliver anywhere in northeast. 


1998 KX250 parts: IMS 3.4 gal. 
tank, never used, $150. FMF Gold 
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Series pipe & silencer (Power 
Core), $150. (309)772-3861 


1998 KTM 200MXC Few hours, like 
new. FMF, Dyno Port, E-Line guards, 
new graphics/plastic, C-Cycle, very 
strong, $3800. 1999 KTM 200EXC 
40 miles, mint. $4800. Both CT reg., 
3-bike trailer and Moose gear avail. 
(203)261-1036. 


1996 TM 125 Drew Smith’s ISDE 
bike, Marzocchi/Ohlins, fast. 
(732)872-2930. $2400 obo. 


1993 Husqvarna WXE360 One 
owner, fresh top end, new Keihin 
PWK 38mm carb and reeds to 
match. Runs very strong, $1900. 
(609)401-2177. 


1993 Husqvarna WXE350, 
$1500. 1992 Husqvarna WXE 
350, $1200. Both dependable 
and clean, easy starting four- 
strokes. Can be seen in White 
River Jct., VT, or Bellingham, MA., 
call (802)295-0938. 


1986 BMW K100RS Showroom 
cond., in storage for 8 years, 
only 3000 miles. All orig., all 
stock. $6500 obo, must sell. 
(973)827-1280. 


Mark Charles Dirt Bike Lift One 
of them for sale in perfect shape, 
only $275 obo. (973)827-1280. 


1998 Husky TE610 Ex. cond., 
susp. revalved for woods. Single & 
dual exh, lights, hand & rad 
guards. Purchased 4/98, $5100 
obo. (812)985-9516. 


1997 Yamaha WR 250, long rod 
kit. asking $1800, call for extras. 
(973)728-1286 


1997 GAS-GAS 125 & 150- 
Factory Connection revalved 
Ohlins and Marzocchi, new bot- 
tom and top ends, Extra Plastic & 
Seat Covers. Tassinari reed cages 
and more. (973)838-8770. 


1997 KTM 250EXC Mint cond., 
MA title, runs perfect. Many 
guards, lots of extras, $3500. 
1994 KTM 250 EXC Only used 
twice since June ‘97. Forks 





revalved, guards, great bike, 
$1800. Acerbis enduro jacket, 
never worn, too small for me, size 
38 black & grey, list for $150, ask- 
ing $75. Call (781)270-5985. 


1997 Honda XR400 Good cond., 
many extras, $3000 obo. 1996 
KTM 250EXC Pro Action susp., 
FMF pipe, well maint., $2500. 
(717)385-5105. 


ICO Pro Comp lil Enduro com- 
puter, used 3 times, $125. 
(412)767-5512. 


1993 Husqvarna 360WXE Exc. 
cond., new tires, sprockets and 
chain, new whl bearings and steer- 
ing head. All guards, fresh top end, 
$2100 obo. (814)736-4643. 


1998 KTM 125 EXC Factory 
Connection suspension, E-Line 
guards, Pro-Taper, all guards, com- 
puter pick-up and Scotts bracket, 
set up for enduros. Perfect cond., 
$3500, (401)949-5496. 


1997 KTM 200EXC LE Jackpiner 
Bought new in April, full extra set 
of plastic, skid plate. $5500 or 
best realistic offer. 1994 ATK 406, 
completely rebuilt, 95 graphics & 
seat cover, all guards. $2200 obo. 
(401)568-8552. 


1993 RMX 250, WER 
Suspension, many new parts, 
$1000 obo. (973)402-8590 


1998 KTM 300, Factory 
Connection Suspension and more, 
$3500 obo. (973)402-8590 


1997 GAS-GAS 125 & 150- 
Factory Connection revalved Ohlins 
and Machined Marzocchi Internals, 
new bottom and top ends, extra 
plastic & seat covers. Carbon fiber 
guards, Tassinari Reed cages and 
more. (973)838-8770 





DualSport & X-Country 


GroveBox + rock-solid 
numberplate bag mounting 
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Mt. Holly Powersports 


etr SE l. dcore 1799 Rt. 38+ Mt. Holly NJ 08060 SI JIBSCRIBE 
cc PP E ton! 


* Baja Designs Established 1975 


Cnaeyeacivecon 600-491.2926 ges AND SAVE! 






eM s.: 
- available - 9 






YAMAHA 








Bearings & Oil Seals 


Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg’s 


USED PARTS 
SAVE 50% + 


Call (800)575-3220 
Fax (973)575-5969 
E-Mail bearings @instantlink.com 


DIRT CYCLES 
SALVAGE 








LARGEST INVENTORY 
Macom Smi g> À 1980 & UP 


MOTORSPORTS 


1.800.892.2925 (508)478-5700 
www.malcolmsmith.com 
6 ESRB A 


OEM and Performance Products for 


Dual Sport & Offroad Motorcycles 


WP/MARZOCCHI/KYB/SHOWA 
Suspension Upgrades 


Offroad and Casual Apparel 
New & Used M/C Sales 


FAX 909.687.3819 SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 
7563 Indiana Ave., Riverside, CA 92504 FRONTS $79.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 


REARS $99.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED! 
L TECH PRODUCTS (973) 686-0012 _ | One year of 


DIRT RIDER 

















HOPP’S KTM 
EKIM 1-800-TRY-KTMS 
MOTORCYCLES (1-800-879-5867) 

ORDERS ONLY (No Catalogs) 





for only 


KTM PARTS-CLOTHING-AGCESSORIES SQ. 97 


VINTAGE PARTS AVAILABLE 
|_HOPP’S KTM-BUTLER, PA 724/283-4820 | 








That's 
76% off 
the cover price. 





USED PARTS HOTLINE 


MILLIONS OF USED PARTS 


Baja’s Most Unique Off-Road Adventure 
3 TO 8 DAY LONG ADVENTURES * HONDA XRs PROVIDED IN STOGK FOR STREET AND DIRT 


THE MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE TRAILGUIDES * LODGING AND MEALS 
PROVIDED * FULL CREW AND SUPPORT TRUCKS ° A LIFETIME OF MEMORIES E Go ASE ia RECS CRUE 
Call For Free Brochure 88 8-664-BAJA (541) 607-6622 


On The Web: www.bajaboundmoto.com 


Please send 
subscription orders. to: 


P.O. Box 51007 
Dept. 5FTA7 
Boulder, CO 80322-1007 


PACIFIC CYCLE SPORTS INC. 


“starter |ROUBLES? 
Rewinding old & new stators 


x Rebuilding starters for all makes and models 
ELECTRONICS (Div. Of Penton Imports Co.) Fast Turnaround 


PERFORMANCE RACING IGNITIONS CALL THE STARTER KING 
Visit Our Website at www.pentonimports.com (508)763-3160 15 Dr. Braley Rd. 


1115 Milan Ave. Amherst, Ohio 44001 


Ph: 440-988-4474 Fx: 440-988-4476 Call day or night ask for Bob Rochester, MA 02770 








email: 
dirtsubs@petersenpub.com 


“Offer is good in U.S. only. Canadian orders add 
$13.00 per year (includes GST), all other foreign 
orders add $15.00 per year (for surface mail 
postage); all payments must be in U.S. funds. 
Allow 4-8 weeks for your first issue to be mailed. 
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Herticiver 





by Ed Hertfelder 


The Bike Whisperer Part Three 





M any long-time Hertfelder readers are 
under the impression that I’m a year 
younger than God. 

This is true. 

Actually, God and | exchanged 
Christmas cards for awhile. We've lost 
touch in recent years but | hear He’s still in 
business and doing well. Not that He’s 
any happier than | am about recent postal 
rate increases. | assume our postal ser- 
vice needs the additional money to pay for 
the hourly TV ads promoting the artificial- 
ly lower rates they are able to promote on 
small package deliveries. 

But back to me. Medically speaking, 
and after a recent relatively expensive 
check up, the prognosis is, in medical 
terms, | can still cut the mustard. 
However, I’ve been advised to curb the 
propensity lve developed to marry any 
woman who can still remember my first 
name after two weeks. The strange thing 
is that these women, all of them, started 
calling me the same questionable endear- 
ment of “No Good Bastard” after a less- 
than-idyllic two years. 

| find that advancing years create two 
severe problems. The first is trying to keep 
fresh batteries in my overworked ear hair 
trimmer. The second is just how in the hell 
do | get my 400-plus-pound Honda 
XR650L back into my van at the end of a 
nice desert ride. 

It used to be that | had a 12-volt boat 
winch in the van to pull motorcycles up 
my ramp, but too many trail riders, espe- 
cially Editor Clipper, delighted in throwing 
open the van doors and pointing out that 
stupid winch to all and sundry, with, more 
or less, the same denigrating remarks my 
spouses used. 

Be advised that an electric boat winch 
bolted solidly to the body of a totally unin- 
sulated work van can create enough 
noise to wake sound sleepers two zip 
codes downwind and about a code and a 
half upwind. We motorcyclists take 
enough heat without some idiot, like 
myself, turning his E150 Ford into a giant 
reverberation chamber capable of caus- 
ing ear bleed at a hundred yards. So | 
gave the electric winch to an in-law who 
had three boat trailers and no winches. 

And he sold it. 

So | find myself years later needing an 
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electric boat winch to pull my motorcycle 
into my van, and the price has risen dra- 
matically enough to get an Academy 
Award nomination for Best Price Increase 
in a nautical category. The solution was 
shown to me when | once again met the 
bike whisperer at a time of dire distress. | 
hope all you worn-out senior citizen—but 
still reasonably active—geezers can take 
advantage of another whisperer solution. 

| had vanned my motorcycle over to 
Cochise County to check out a road that 
was written up in the Sunday papers as 
very historic, beautiful, and should only be 
traversed with a four-wheel-drive vehicle 
with mucho ground clearance. 

| haven't seen a road yet that a four 
wheel drive can travel that couldn’t be 
traveled easier with a one-wheel-drive 
motorcycle with a bit of suspension, car- 
rying a rider with a bit of throttle control, 
plenty of water and a cell phone. Actually 
the cell phone was forced on me by my 
thoughtful children who didn’t appreciate 
dear old dad being eaten by coyotes and 
my good diamond ring dropping out of a 
coyote’s ass somewhere that would make 
it really hard to find. 

So | unloaded the motorcycle where 
there used to be a mine with dump 
truck loads of what looked like piles 
of topsoil scattered around. 
Backed against one of the piles, | 
rolled the big XR down my ramp 
and knew | made a mistake 
when the rear wheel sunk really 
far into the surface. | think it was 
piles of wood ashes suitably aged 
for a hundred years or so. 

| enjoyed the ride, even swung 
into Tombstone for a lunch with the 
tourists who probably thought | was 
a pony-express recreator. | was in 
trouble when | returned to my van, 
though. There was no way | could roll my 
motorcycle over the much-too-soft pile to 
get a downhill ramp run into the van. 

The bike whisperer showed up and 
solved my problem. 

He didn’t suggest an electric winch; not 
even a hand-cranked winch. He said all | 
needed to haul the heaviest motorcycle 
up a ramp into a van or truck is a low- 
priced device called a “come along.” And 
| had one. Used it once or twice to get 









swamp-stuck motorcycles home from 
some of the more ignorant enduros. The 
action part of a come along is simply a 
handle that winds up a wire rope onto a 
small pulley with a couple of spring- 
loaded ‘dogs’ to lock or unlock the pulley 
as desired. 

As issued, these things have a hook 
attached to a pulley on the line that pays 
out. This pulley doubles the amount of 
‘pull,’ but it also halves the length of pull. 
You won't need the pulley if your motor- 
cycle weighs less than six thousand 
pounds but you will need all the length 
available. 

So take the pulley off, if you can. If you 
can't, just deactivate it by disconnecting 
the end of the cable from the handle 
assembly. Mine was attached by easily 
removed ‘Jesus’ clips. Called ‘Jesus’ 
because when you pry it off with a sharp 
screwdriver it flys off toward magnetic 
north at warp speed fast enough to prompt 
the statement; “Jesus, where'd it go?” 

The program is for the geezer to secure 
the movable hook to the van seat platform 
or seat belt attachment point. Pull the han- 
dle end back to the edge of the tailgate 

with the gear pawls in the ready position. 
Next, the geezer, or maybe the 

geezerette, gets his or her caca 
together and shoves the motorcy- 
cle up the ramp until the heart- 
beat hurts the ear drums, then 


hold the front brake for dear 
life. Sometimes a well-fed 
geezer can get the front tire 
almost to the top of a ramp. Hold 
the brake with the left hand, 
d $ reach down with the right 
hy and hook the handle onto 
something attached to the 
motorcycle. 
Then, keeping the motorcycle 
upright all the time, just klic, klic, klic the 
thing into place, take some deep breaths 
until your eyesight returns, throw a tie- 
down onto the motorcycle then lay down 
and take a well-deserved nap. 
Not that this writer needs a nap, you 
understand. 
The fact is: | can cut the mustard four 
ways. 
But sometimes | have trouble getting 
the jar open. E 
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Ty Davis 


America’s #1 
off-road racer!* 


Ty Davis uses the same 
engine oils, gear oils, fork oils 
and aerosol lubes that you 
can buy in any one of over 
4,000 authorized Spectro 
Dealers nationwide. 


* Dirt Rider Magazine 
Editor’s Choice 
June 1998 


**Dirt Rider Magazine Reader 
Surveys 1997 and 1998 
Brand of two-stroke oil 
purchased most often 


***American Roadracing Magazine 
Reader Surveys 1994, 1995, 1996 
Brand of Oil Currently Used 





Also used by: 
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2 RO erO s OF 

f K $ poenos ii p: SYNTHETIC BLEND 
MOTORCYCLE MOTORCYCLE 
RA “Engine Lubrica {tenn abe | 2 U.S. QUARTS/189 LITERS 

— aioe 1 U.S. Quart / 0.946 Liters 4 NFL oz pasig LTE x 1 SOI 
stoic America’s #1 


' four-stroke oil!*** America’s #1 two-stroke oil!** 


SPECTRO OILS OF AMERICA ¢ 993 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD, CT 06804 e 1-800-2-GET-Oil ° FAX 203-775-8720 








Introducing the 


Reckon by now you've heard about Doug Henry's 
National MX championship aboard his YZ400F 
four-stroke. Well, even better news is that now a 
healthy dose of Yamaha's legendary four-stroke 
technology has been roped into the two newest steeds 


in our off-road stable — the TT-R250 and TT-R22S. 


Geared toward casual and intermediate riders, but 


still feisty enough to hog-tie the meanest trails, this 
pair of ponies comes hitched with smooth, torquey _ 
four-stroke powerplants, electric start, YZ-bred 
suspension, disc brakes, knobby motocross-spec 
rubber and for the more spirited 250, over 11” of 
travel at both ends. Looking to join our off-road posse? 


Then perhaps it’s time you saddled up one of these. 


Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, long-sleeved shirt, long pants, gloves and boots. Yamaha and the Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. For more information regarding the MSF Rider Course, 
call 1-800-446-9227. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. ©1999 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. (Cypress, CA 90630). 


For the Yamaha dealer nearest you call: 1-800-88-YAMAHA. 
www.yamaha-motor.com. 





